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School Planning Sweeping Housing Changes
BY STEPHANIE LAUTO

Sweeping housing changes for students and
Jesuits living on campus will be made over the next
two years, Vice President for Student Affairs Mark
Reed announced last week.
Since current campus housing struggles to support the volume of undergraduates enrolled at the
University, plans are in the works to create gardenlevel apartments in the townhouse complex, renovate
St. Ignatius Hall as a new living area for juniors
and seniors, and build a Fairfield Jesuit Community
Center near Bellarmine Hall, Reed said.
"The scope of these projects allows for the
timely and efficient increase in housing for students
on campus," Reed said, citing that 30 to 40 percent
of the freshman class is currently living in converted

triples. "[Having] a quality living experience on
campus is tough to do. I think we do as good a job
as can be done, but it's still tough to do when you
have a percentage of your freshman class living in
converted triples. It's also tough to do with upperclassmen who want to have options and not live in
traditional halls."
According to Vice President for Finance and
Treasurer Bill Lucas, the total cost for all three
projects, in addition to renovations of Dolan Hall
and upper level townhouses, will be approximately
$40 to $50 million.
For the townhouse complex, garden apartments
will be created beneath the existing houses, a plan
that requires lowering the ground. For blocks one
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How Much Has
Hutch Done?
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

When current FUSA President Hutchinson Williams
'08 was inaugurated last April, he set out to improve school
spirit and, more importantly, relieve school apathy.
But while a noticeable change has taken place on
campus, Williams's job has only just begun.
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Seniors Have Choice Between
Competing Venues for 100 Nights
BY MEGHAN TOUMEY

Stags survive: Fairfield center Anthony Johnson '10 defends lona's Devon
Clarke Tuesday night at Harbor Yard. The Stags won 70-67 in overtime.
For game story and expanded coverage, go to WWW.FAIRFIELDMIRROR.COM.
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*New Jesuit residence built
Carmine Hal

Last year, the University's cancellation of
the annual 200 Nights celebration left seniors
without any countdown-to-graduation bash
until Ashlee Fox '06 stepped in and organized
100 Nights. This year, the debate on campus
centers around the fact that seniors will have
two events to chose from instead of one.
Two separate events are planned for the
senior class by the senior class, ©ne -- which
will take place Feb. 9 at an undisclosed location ~ is planned by seniors Darrin Lusk and
Emily Dittrich.
The other was originally planned by the
Student Beach Resident Association (SBRA),
but has now been taken over by "three reliable
beach residents who have a lot of experience
planning class events," according to an email sent to senior beach residents from the
students now planning the event.
Duane Melzer, coordinator of off-campus
students, said that it is his understanding that
prior to working at Fairfield, student beach
residents planned class-oriented events without help from the administration.
"Students are adults and they can easily
plan events off campus," Melzer said.
Over the summer, Dittrich spoke to Fox
about her experience planning the event.
This inspired Dittrich to plan an event for
her class.
A Facebook event was created in September to let people know that plans were in
the works and to get feedback from students,
said Dittrich.
According to a statement from the organization, SBRA had no intention of competing
with the event hosted by Lusk and Dittrich.

"With every FUSA president, they have goals they
want to accomplish," he said. "There's progress that's
been made, but now we're picking up speed. I believe
things can get better." '
Representing the students though still remains an issue
that Senate Chair Tim Rich '08 hopes will be rectified in
the coming future.
"I feel there's room for improvement," Rich said.
"Senators need to be out there talking to their constituents and engaging them on a daily basis because without
constant input we have nothing."
Steve Liguori '09, a FUSA Senator, feels that not only
does FUSA adequately represent the students, but it is the
students who have missed an opportunity to participate in
student government.

While both parties have been tight-lipped
about the controversy surrounding the planning of both events, Dittrich and Jen Miller
'07, Secretary of SBRA, both confirmed they
spoke in the early stages of the event planned
by Dittrich and Lusk.
Miller said that purpose of her conversations with Dittrich was to inquire on behalf
of the students SBRA represents about the
event planned by Ditrich and Lusk. According to Miller and the official statement from
SBRA, the organization was approached by
students about the credibility of the planners
and what they viewed as a high price of $85
per person.
It was SBRA's job to find an alternative,
Miller said.
"It's not really fair to the class to split
everyone up, and that's what seems to be
happening," Dittrich said.
Miller, however, said she believes that
"whichever event students decide to go to,
they are going to have a great time."
The SBRA began planning an event for
Feb. 17 at the Rain Ultra Loundge in South
Norwalk, but the organization announced in
a statement e-mailed to The Mirror last week
it is no longer planning the event.
"The hardest part is getting approval from
the school for events that people will still want
to attend," the statement said. "After meetings
with administration and deliberation, the result was SBRA and Fairfield not hosting the
event and withdrawing completely from any
association with it."
According to Melzer, the reason for
SBRA's withdrawal from 100 Nights was
that the Rain Ultra Lounge did not having
SEE "TWO

100 NIGHTS" ON P. 7

"It's more probably
that students don't take
advantage of leadership
or maybe they're not informed," he said.
Students too recognized this lack of interest
amongst their peers.
Michelle DiMarzo '07
feels that FUSA represents
students "as much as they
[students] want to be represented, which isn't much."
Erica Mullaney '07 said she
HUTCH" ON
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New Housing Projects Set to be Complete in '08
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

through 10, the basements beneath two houses will be
renovated into garden apartments for four people; for blocks
11 through 15, there will be one apartment per unfinished
basement each for two people.
All garden apartments will contain a dining area, a full
kitchen, a living area, one bathroom and a spacious bedroom, and will be seperate from the existing townhouses
above them.
These renovations will accommodate 90 additional
students living in the townhouse complex: 34 quads and
27 doubles.
In addition, existing upper level townhouses will return
to four or six students per unit instead of the current five- and
seven-person arrangement.
Ric Taylor, associate vice president for campus planning and operations, said he is "confident the spaces will be
comfortable spaces to live in."
"You'll really feel like you're part of the upper complex
instead of living in a basement," he said.
Reed also said that the townhouse complex was originally constructed with full, unfinished basements whose use
would be decided later on when needed.
"We're going to finish unfinished spaces going down,"

1

he said, adding that intended work for the project will begin
this spring, with completion and availability by June 2008.
The suite-style St. Ignatius Hall, which currently houses
resident Jesuits, will also be converted into housing for
juniors and seniors.
The 34 suites will accommodate 68 students with a
sleeping area, a private bathroom and a large living and work
space. Though the suites do not have a kitchen area, there
are kitchens on each floor in addition to a full dining room.
Reed mentioned the possibility of a modified meal plan for
students living here.
Reed believes upperclassmen will appreciate the converted hall for its large amount of gathering space and for
its location on campus.
"We found that juniors and seniors in particular like to
be a little more on the perimeter of campus," he said.
Work for this project is intended to be completed in the
summer of 2008 for availability in September 2008.
• Resident Jesuits presently living in St. Ignatius Hall
will be housed in the Fairfield Jesuit Community Center, a
17,000 sq. foot residence to be built near Bellarmine Hall and
designed specifically for the needs of this community.
"Today's Jesuit community has very different [needs]

than what the community had when St. Ignatius hall was
initially built. The numbers essentially are not as substantial
as they used to be," said Reed.
Reed said he thinks the community center, which will
be in the works this spring and completed by June 2008, will
help reinforce Jesuit presence on campus.
"In the past few years there has been a renewed sense
of commitment and desire to integrate the Jesuit tradition,
the Jesuit character into the life of the University," he said.
With the first two projects, approximately 160 more
students will be living on campus.
The development of more housing space for juniors and
seniors, said Reed, is also in response to the high number
of upperclassmen living at the beach, which is currently
approximately 500 students.
"The number of students living off campus in the beach
area is a little bit higher than desired," he said, adding that
having 400 students living off campus has been the goal in
past years.
Since 2003, however, approximately 100 additional
students have been living in the townhouses as four- and
six-person houses became five- and seven-person houses to
accommodate the amount of students in the class of 2004.

Image courtesy of Fairfield University

THE BLUEPRINTS OF CHANGE

Photo Illustration by Mari Heenan/The Mirror

The University's proposed housing renovations include garden apartments in converted townhouse basements and two-person suites in
St. Ignatius Hall, which currently houses resident Jesuits. The image on the left is a blueprint for the garden apartments of townhouse
blocks one thru 10, which will house four students each. The apartments in blocks 11 thru 15 will house two students each. The image
on the right is a blueprint of a suite in St. Ignatius Hall. For an animation detailing the proposed changes to student housing check out
WWW.FAIRFIELDMIRROR.COM.

Students Express Concerns About New Proposal
BY JOE CARRETTA

"A big disappointment" was how freshman Melissa
Pearce summed up her feelings to the renovations planned
for the on campus housing in 2008.
The projects, which will turn the current townhouse
basements into "garden apartments" (four-person apartments on blocks one through 10 and two-person apartments
on blocks 11 through 15), convert the current Jesuit residence to two-person junior and senior suites, and build a
new, smaller residence for Jesuits currently living on campus
is scheduled to be completed by fall 2008.
Many students, including sophomore Michelle Serratelli are concerned about finding off-campus housing in
light of new housing options.
"It's good that juniors and seniors are getting more options, especially since finding a beach house is becoming
more and more difficult," she said.
Freshman Caroline Scherbath, who is currently tripled
on the fourth floor of Campion, is "glad because this reduces
my chances of being caught in a dorm my sophomore and
junior years. There will also be less people in a townhouse,
so it will probably be less crammed."
Fiona Camilleri '09 agrees but questions the administration's choices for building plans.

"They should make more buildings like the senior
apartments. Those are the nicest places on campus," she
said.
Although the plans are geared toward vast improvement, many students have expressed three basic concerns
with the plan: the loss of basements in townhouses, the possibility of living in a former basement, and the probability
that they may never live with more than one person if they
choose to remain on campus all four years.
Reed also raised the point of what students are going
to miss about the "space whose only approved use is storage."
"Students want to use the space for purposes that the
spaces are not designed for, safe for or permitted by the
applicable codes," he said.
Taylor addressed students' concerns over the impending construction.
"The schedule will be developed to minimize disruption to students. Every attempt will be made to execute all
exterior work at the townhouses over the two summers while
the units are vacant," he said.
Despite the goals of the plan, students are still upset
over the idea of townhouse renovations.
"It's a surprise and a disappointment. I think more people will reconsider townhouses. The excitement of getting a

townhouse is gone," said Rich Soriente '09, who said he was
looking forward to living in a townhouse next year.
Mallory Empowe '09 expressed another concern about
the possible living arrangements.
"I think it would be weird living in a basement, and I
also think it would be weird to live in the Jesuit residence.
You would be really far away from everything," he said.
Janine Martire '09 commented on the lure that getting
a townhouse has become: "In tours, they tell you about the
townhouses. The way they market them is very misleading."
Fellow sophomore Paul Michael Dalton agreed: "Every
time the year above us has something it gets taken away for
us," he said, adding his frustration with the possibility of
living with only one roommate for his entire college career.
"I also would rather live with a group of people and am not
sure how it's going to affect me and my housing plans."
Freshman Stephanie Preli sees the whole project as a
way to curb the drinking which occurs on campus and feels
that it may affect her housing choices during her college
career.
"First we lost the beach, now we are losing the basements in townhouses. No matter what, students are still
going to find somewhere to go," she said.

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Apartment Residents Can Now Open Windows
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Walsh Athletic Center
Namesake Dies at 78

BY JACK MCNAMARA

in the apartments read, "If your door is too hot to touch, do not
try to open it. Wipe cloth around crack and remain in room. Open
Locks have come off the Village apartment windows for what window wide enough to attract attention."
a memo from the Office of Residence Life is calling a "trial period
But the Office of Residence Life said it was trying to fight a
of the spring semester."
very different danger: mold.
The windows were locked as part of a series of precautions
Gary Stephenson, the residence life director of housing
against humidity, and by relation mold, which have taken place operations, elaborated: "They [building inspectors] did an asover the past several summers.
sessment and an evaluation of the existing HVAC (Heating,
"There were periods of time when the temperature control Ventilation and Air Conditioning) equipment, and one of the
wasn't very controlled," quipped Anna Stabile '07.
things they discovered that they needed to do was put a device
The student response to the locked windows was an unpopular in that could move more air and have the ability to dry the air.
one due to questions about personal comfort and safety.
The air conditioning equipment in the [apartment] rooms wasn't
"There were too many health issues. If perfume was sprayed equipped to do that."
in the room, especially because I'm an asthmatic, you can't
He added that fire safety was another major concern.
breathe and you can't ventilate the room at all," said Jessica
"Meetings were held with the fire marshals," he said. "The
Bromberg '08. "It was just too frustrating."
information that we got back was that if we wanted to lock the
The removal of the locks is the first official response to stu- windows, if we needed to lock the windows to keep the building's
dent complaints, though students have been known to take things environment stable, then we could lock the windows. It was not
into their own hands.
in violation of any existing codes."
"It was kind of rough [when the windows were locked], but
But in a phone interview, Orange town Fire Marshall Tim
with the right tools, you could get it open," said Mike Talmadge Smith gave a second opinion.
'07.
"I would be concerned," he said. "Fires happen, and they hapFire safety became another concern for students since notices pen fast. People become very disoriented and very unfamiliar with
their own surroundings because of smoke. What
we think of something as simple as unlocking
a window or a door becomes nearly impossible
for a victim in a fire."
Smith added: "We see it time and time again
when people can't unlock their own doors or
get out of their own house. They become overwhelmed with smoke or toxic gas, and next thing
you know, they're a victim."
Smith said that he could not evaluate any
conditions without personally reviewing the
environment and that it is unlikely that the Office
of Residence Life acted out of turn.
"Locked windows and doors, they have
their place," he said.
The new HVAC system can maintain room
climates, prevent mold growth and is flexible
enough to allow Village residents to open their
windows.
And apartment residents including BromJames Nguyen/The Mirror berg are happier.
Just shut it: The previously locked apartment windows are going through a "trial
"It's greatly appreciated," she said. "There's
period" of being unlocked after complaints from students about safety and comfort much less tension between my roommates and I
now. I feel a lot safer."
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BY ANDREW CHAPIN

Thomas J. Walsh Jr., a former Fairfield
University trustee, passed away on Friday at
the age of 78.
Walsh served as a trustee from 1989 to
1995, and the Thomas J. Walsh Jr. Athletic
Center, which houses training facilities and
offices for Fairfield varsity athletic team,
bears his name.
The Walsh family also contributed substantially to the Thomas J. Walsh Art Gallery,
named after Walsh's father.
Walsh Jr., who served as president and
chairman of Colonial Wire and Cable, is
survived by his wife Gloria, son Thomas J.
Walsh III, and daughters Marianne Walsh
Saladino and Rosellen Walsh Schnurr. All
are Fairfield graduates, and Walsh Schnurr is
presently a trustee.
Associate Vice President for Development Fredric Wheeler came to know Walsh
while he served as a trustee and a member of
the Board of Trustees' Advancement Committee.
"He was insightful and very bright,"
Wheeler said. "His passion for Fairfield,
based on the experience of three children
attending here, and his board service, was
genuine and uncompromising."
Fairfield Athletic Director Gene Dorris
recalled Walsh's dedication to Fairfield athletics through the process of building the Walsh
Athletic Center.
"I would characterize him as a true
sportsman and philanthropist. He wanted to
be sure that the building truly met the needs
of our student-athletes and that it would make
their experience at Fairfield University a better one," said Doris, who saw Walsh's spirit
present in his family.
"I was taken by the depth of his involvement with many causes and by the good that
he had achieved through his generosity," he
said. "It is quite evident that his family has
inherited his resolve to make a difference."
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Join the Residence Life Staff

Residence Life is seeking
enthusiastic students wflft:
- Desire to help others
-Strong communication and
S»ad»njihiSR,skBi*
-Interest in develop In g their
residential Community
-Good academic and Judicial standing
itejHvthe University

Every New Graduate nurse hired between
now and June 30, 2007 receives art
iPocf none And if you think
that's cool...just wait.

Information Sessions
Wed 11/15: 5pm: BCC 200

-Tue 11/28: 5pm: BCC 200

Mon 1/29: 12noon: BCC206 -Tue 1/30: 8pm: BCC 200
-Wed 1/31: 7pm: BCC 200

DARTMOUTH-HITCHCOCK MEDICAL CENTER

New Hampshire's Only Academic Medical Center
Lebanon, New Hampshire

You must attend an information session to receive an application.
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Events to Kick Off Black History Month
Perry will address the history of slavery in New York
and the Northeast, as well as the spirituality and tradition of
As Black History Month approaches in February, the African Americans - a fusion of both African American and
Black Studies program is taking initiative to both spark Western culture.
The University has also invited Kim Gilmore from New
awareness on campus and possibly interest more students in
minoring in the field beginning with the celebration of Dr. York University to premiere a documentary entitled "The
Africa Fleet" which tackles the issue of slavery.
Martin Luther King Jr.'s life.
An interest in African-American culture and history is
Events taking place on campus include an interfaith
prayer service; a multicultural festival; the LaFarge Convo- becoming more fervent among students, according to Larri
cation keynote address by Dr. Diana Hayes of Georgetown Mazon, director of the Center for Multicultural Relations.
He hopes that more studentUniversity; the Dr. King Vision
driven
activities will arise as
Awards dinner; and a youth
a result of the events hosted
workshop for selected Bridgeby the black studies program
port middle school students.
and the Center for MulticulRenee White, co-director
tural Relations.
of the Black Studies program,
"One of my dreams is
said these events complement
that students will develop a
classroom lectures and make
coalition in which they will
them more applicable.
collectively come up with
The Black Studies proa series of events for each
gram has received positive
month and for each culture,"
feedback and a large student
said Mazon.
turnout is expected in this
The Center for Multiculsemester's classes.
tural Relations has separated
However, professors are
into two branches that will
still lookin to increase student
each
address the issue of
involvement.
diversity:
the Office of Insti"The Black Studies protutional
Diversity
Initiatives,
gram is. a vehicle to explore
which
will
focus
on
the camthe outlying community we're
pus climate to make it more
in," she said.
welcoming to multicultural
Yohuru Williams, the
program's other co-director,
Contributed Photo students and the Office of Diagreed that events this week Celebrate black history: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s vision is carried on by versity Programs, which will
Fairfield's Black Studies program through events on campus in February.
offer student support services
and during Black History
Month will alert students to the central issues of the Black to encourage student involvement on campus.
"The reason for this separation is to promote multiculStudies program.
"It will address Martin Luther King's vision for social tural education and build community diversity in terms of
ideas and perspective," said Mazon. "Diversity makes it
justice," said Williams.
In February, the Black Studies program will be col- thrive."
Students are enthusiastic about the efforts made by
laborating with the Face AIDS project to host a regional
conference. This will be conducted on Feb. 23 and 24 and will White, Williams and Mazon to increase awareness on camacknowledge the issue of AIDS in the African diaspora.
pus.
""
v
"We are hoping that this will become one of the sig"All of these events planned are extremely important
nature themes that our black studies program addresses," because they will definitely further our understanding of
said White.
cultural diversity," said Thomas Vitlo '09.
Archaeologist Warren Perry of Central Connecticut
"I think that Black History Month is important because
State University was invited to present artifacts and informa- we tend to lose touch with the truth of slavery. We lose aption uncovered throughout his own research as part of the preciation and it is important to be reminded of the solidarity
Visiting Scholar Series. In this series, a recently established of the African Americans," said Daniel Arroyo '09.
scholar is invited to come to the campus and give a public
lecture or class.
BY SAMANTHA BOUSRI
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Fairfield Moves "From Red to Green" With New Handbook
BY ALEXANDRA GROSS

Every faculty member will have a copy of the guide
by February. Details for student distribution are still to
be determined.
Eventually, the guide will be available and updated
online, much like Connecticut College's handbook
"Green Living at Connecticut College." Maintaining the

guide on a Web site will minimize paper and ink use and
be cost effective.
Did you know that Fairfield recently replaced 77,000
While the guide could draw prospective students and
fluorescent lighting fixtures with energy efficient ones?
parents, both Taylor and Franceschi agree that the ultimate
Or that last year Fairfield bought its first hybrid
goal is to provide environmental awareness.
vehicle?
"Students and their parents are much more enviIf not, a new guide to environmentally friendronmentally aware, so demonstrating the
ly changes being made on campus will soon
University's commitment may have an effect,"
By February, students, faculty and staff will
said Taylor.
have access to these "green" accomplishments
"However, our primary objective is to
as well as upcoming environmental initiatives in
'do the right thing' by continuing our green
the publication "From Red to Green: A Fairfield
initiatives," he added.
Handbook for Earth-Friendly Living."
The true test will be what students think of
"The purpose of the handbook is to make
the guide and if students will utilize it.
people aware of the green initiatives the Univer"I always hear people asking about resity has undertaken over the last several years and
cycling," said Ashley Toombs '07, FUSA
how people can further those initiatives," said
Secretary of academics and member of the
Ric Taylor, associate vice president of campus
Environmental Steering Committee. "This will
planning and operations.
be a great opportunity for them to find out how
Fairfield joins a growing number of universithey can participate at Fairfield."
ties throughout the country that created environSam Mullaney '09 thinks the handbook
mental handbooks, better known as "sustainable
may only be read by those who already have
living guides."
an interest in environmental issues but still
Bates College, Princeton University and
remains optimistic.
Clemson University are some schools that have
"I think that there might be some chalalready created and maintained sustainable
lenges in getting the student body to read the
living guides, according to the Association of
handbook," said Mullaney.
the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher
He added, "But maybe if it is talked up
Education.
and students understand the importance of
Since September 2006, faculty and student
their relationship to the environment and what
members of the Environmental Steering Committhey can be doing around campus then they
tee compiled and edited the guide. An anonymous
might read it."
donor funded the publication of "From Red to
In addition to the guide, students and
Green," according to Dina Franceschi, associate
faculty interested in future green initiatives can
professor of economics.
visit the Environmental Studies bulletin board
Besides providing contact information, green
located on the third floor of Donnarumma
living tips and future campus environmental
Hall, attend Student Environmental Assocaactivities, the guide itself is eco-friendly. "From
tion meetings as well as read future "green"
Red to Green" will be double-sided and printed
campus announcements.
on recycled paper with soy ink.
"We don't just want you to learn facts and
Alexandra Gross/ The Mirror
figures but learn things that apply to everyday
"We expect them to be substantial enough to
The big green: Fairfield introduces new environment handbook to make
life," said Franceschi.
not go in the trash," said Franceschi. "Hopefully,
students and staff more aware of the "green initiatives" happening on campus
it will be useful."
~ such as new energy efficient light fixtures and hybrid vehicles
Franceschi also said the guide is meant to be
a reference text and will be free of charge.

Life is calling. How far will you go?
Peace Corps will be on campus February 1st.
Come learn more and meet a Peace Corps
recruiter and former volunteer.

Peace Corps Informational Session
Thursday, February 1st
Kelley Center Presentation Room
Aloysius P. Kelley, S.J. Building
5 pm - 6 pm
Peace Corps will also be attending the
Career Fair from 11 am - 3 pm in the
Leslie C. Quick Jr. Recreation Center.
Peace Corps volunteers work in 73 countries.
To date, 130 Fairfield University graduates
have served in the Peace Corps.
www, peacecor ps. gov
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Gyros, Chicken & Burgers

Same Owner • Same Service • Since 1977
Student Special
10% off products
with your Stag Card

2149 POST ROAD
FAIRFIELD, CT 06824

Best Greek &
Best Middle
Eastern

$5.50
$6.00
$6.45
$6.45

Pizza Burger
Buffalo Wings

$6.25
$7.95

Deluxe
$8.00
$8.50
$8.95
$8.95

Second Place - Weekly Best of Fairfield County
Best Greek
Gyro
Souvlaki
Chicken Kabob
Grilled Chicken
All served with a pita and tzatziki, tomato and onion.
Your choice of sandwich or platter.

$8.75

All burgers served wl lettuce, tomato & onions on
an artisan bakery bun. All deluxe burgers served wl
lettuce, tomato, onions, coleslaw, frenchfries & pickle.

Best Middle Eastern
Falafel
Chicken Kabob
Grilled Chicken
All served with a pita and hummus, Israeli salad and
tahini. Your choice of sandwich or platter.

1485 Black Rock Turnpike
Fairfield • Connecticut

(203) 259-6500
Fax (203) 259-2787

Burger
Cheeseburger
Mushroom Burger
Bacon Cheeseburger
w/ cheese & onions

JOHN AND DAVID B0GARDUS

2006

STUDENT SPECIALS
One free beer with any platter. Dine in only.
Offer valid with student ID.
$2.50 bottled beer all day on Wednesdays.
*Must be 21 years or older to consume alcohol.

Fairfield Automotive Service
All Foriegn and Domestic Automotive Repair

-OF
FAIRFIELD COlYFY
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*must have a school ID

We Sell Quality
Used Cars

203.334.GYRO • 203.334.4976

www.biqgyro.com
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Mirror Unveils New Editorial Staff
for Spring Semester
STAFF REPORT

As The Mirror enters another semester,
it will do so with Ben Doody '07 as Editor
in Chief.
Doody, who served last semester as the
paper's Executive Editor, replaces out-going
Editor Ryan T. Blair '07, who withdrew from
the University.
Doody's promotion is one of several
changes in the paper's editorial staff, which
added two new Photography Editors, and
saw the growth and re-organization of its
news and sports staffs.
Lorraine Lampe '08 and Elyse Raby
'08 will serve as the paper's Photography
Editors, filling the void left by Katie McCarthy '08, who is studying abroad for the
semester.
Lampe was the paper's Assistant Photography Editor last semester, while Raby, a
veteran photographer, studied abroad.
"We couldn't ask for two more talented
people than Lorraine and Elyse to fill one of
the most important positions at the paper,"
Doody said. "Both are skilled photographers
with a wide range of visual talents, and
we're really excited about what they bring
to the table."
Stephanie Lauto '08, who worked last
semester as the Head Copy Editor for the
news section, will add "Associate News
Editor" to her title, in addition to her responsibilities as Copy Editor.
Joining Lauto as assistants under News
Editor Alexandra Stewart '07 are Andrew
Chapin '09 and Joe Carretta '10.
Chapin worked last semester as the
paper's full-time Staff Writer, while Carretta
wrote several front page stories as a first
semester freshman.
"We've been fortunate all year to have
some of the best people in the college newspaper business working on our news staff,"
Doody said. "With the addition of Steph,
Andrew and Joe as full-time assistants to
Alex, I can't think of a college paper with a
deeper or more talented news staff."
"Steph is one of the brightest and most
talented editors I've ever worked with, and
it's incredibly rare to have people who are

as young and as good as Andrew and Joe,"
Stewart said.
With last semester's Assistant Sports
Editor, Ali Bart, studying abroad for the
semester, Sports Editor Dan Akeson '07 reshuffled his staff as well.
Akeson will be assisted by Mary
Therese Church '08
and James Thomp
son '08, both of
whom worked as
sports editors on
the paper's web
staff.
Tom Cleary
'10 and Chris Sim
mons'10 will serve
as Online Sports
DOODY
Edior and Assistant
Online Sports Editor, the posts being vacated by Church and
Thompson, respectively, and Frank Romano
'10 and Keith Connors '10 will serve as
editors for the paper's newly created and
quickly growing sports blog.
"As The Mirror continutes to grow its
sports staff, we couldn't be happier to have
Mary Therese, James, Tom, Chris, Frank
and Keith in their new roles," Akeson said.
"Between daily news stories and blog posts
and expanded print coverage, The Mirror
gives readers more sports coverage than
almost any other college newspaper in the
country, and we couldn't be happier with the
people.we have leading the effort."
In addition to the editorial changes, the
paper added veteran newswoman Cindy
Simoneau as its advisor for the semester.
Simoneau, a former editor at the Connecticut Post and a professor of journalism
at four area universities including Fairfield,
will guide the paper while James Simon, the
paper's long-time adviser and the director
of the journalism program at Fairfield, is
on sabbatical.
"We're incredibly lucky to have Professor Simoneau aboard," Doody said.
"Whether it's writing a news story, editing
a section, or managing a news room, there
isn't anything in journalism that she hasn't
done."

Looking for more Mirror?
Head to THhe Mirror Online Tor online
exclusives and other cool content that
just cain't fit into this inch of space.
New content published on
Mondays and Thursdays!
www.fairfieldmirror.com

CANCUN, ACAPULC0, NEGRIL, M0BAY,
BAHAMAS, S. PADRE, FLORIDA, CRUISES
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New Online Classifieds Change
Face of On-Campus Commerce
STAFF REPORT

So the bookstore wouldn't buy back
of half of your books again, and the ones
they did gave you just enough cash to eat
dinner. Every semester, Fairfield students
relive the same story. Wouldn't it be great
if there were another way?
Now there is. The Mirror, in association with FUSA, has recently launched
MirrorList.com, a place where students can
browse and list textbooks for free.
But MirrorList.com is more than just a
book exchange; it functions similar to the
immensely successful Craigslist.com, but
is specific to Fairfield.
Users can post and browse job and
housing listings and sell and buy everything
from textbooks and calculators to concert
tickets and cars. The Web site also functions as a central source of information for
student organizations, special events and
even dating services.
The FUSA Senate has sponsored the
FUSA book exchange on Stagweb since
2004, but with the advent of MirrorList.
com, the service may be seeing its final
days.
Senator Chris Pace '08, who functions
as the point person for the senate's current system, explained: "While the current
system has hundreds of listings, many are
out of date and the selling rate is rather low
because of lack of popularity. Theoretically
it's a great system; people just do not know
about it. It will be interesting to see the
student response to the new site."
Students also voiced their disappointment with the FUSA book exchange.
"I tried that FUSA book exchange thing
and it was pretty ineffective because if the
person doesn't search for the exact thing
you listed the book as, nothing's going to

come up," said Michelle Gingras '08.
Unlike the FUSA book exchange, MirrorList.com does not require access through
Stagweb and is therefore open to the general
public. Because of this increased visibility,
the site only provides a user's e-mail address
once a buyer initiates contact through a Web
site and the seller chooses to respond, which
ensures privacy.
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Contributed Photo
A-Listed: FU now offers other place to buy and sell
textbooks as. well as look for jobs, housing, etc.

MirrorList.com is hosted by CampusAve, which hosts similar sites for
colleges and universities such as Boston
College, Northeastern and St. John's.
"While MirrorList is a reasonably
small source of revenue for the paper, it is
really more about affording the University
community, and more importantly the students, a centralized information center,"
said Mirror CFO Timothy Lund '07.
Initial reactions from the student body
have been positive.
"It's a useful and accommodating way
for students to access a variety of resources
relevant to their every day lives," said Kate
Brady '07. "It'll be nice to have everything
in one location."

3170 Fairfield Ave, in Historic Black Rock, Bridgeport, CT 06605 Tel (203) 335-8228
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Two 100 Nights Scheduled for '07
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

enough space for the expected number of
attendees and SBRA's desire to save money
for a "spring fling" type of event that would
promote class building with other activities
than drinking alcohol.
The new event, however, mirrors the
SBRA event almost identically.
The event will still be held at Rain and
according to the SBRA statement, the new
students contacted Rain themselves to plan the
event. The $20 cost per person will still include
transportation to and from Rain but will no
longer include food and drinks. However, food
and drink specials will be offered, according
to an e-mail sent to beach residents.
The event planned by Dittrich and Lusk
costs $85 per person and includes transportation, food, an open bar and a specialized 100
Nights shot glass.
Although the events are scheduled for
two different nights, seniors may not plan to
attend both.
"I don't think most people will go to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

both," Caroline Kelly '07 said. "Everyone is
going to go where their friends are going and
that kind of depends on whether they like on
campus or off campus."
Brandon Reilly lives on campus and is attending the event hosted by Lusk and Dittrich.
"I have friends that are going to [that event]
with me," he said.
Sean McGrath '07 said he will definitely
be attending a 100 Nights event but is unsure
which one.
"It is hard to tell which event is going to
be popular and affordable," McGrath said. "I
haven't really decided yet because I'm not sure
of all the details to be honest."
Kelly said she sensed a rivalry between
the two events.
"It would have been interesting if the two
groups got together and planned an event for
everyone," she said. "I think that's what [Lusk
and Dittrich] were trying to do, plan an event
for everyone while the SBRA one was more
for people at the beach.
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Hutch Continues Academic Initiative

1

Party like it's 2007: Last year's 200 nights was cancelled by school administrators, but
this year's controversy centers instead on which 100 nights event to attend.

Are You. „

JANUARY

is satisfied with FUSA's representation of
the students "most of the time."
Though FUSA fills some weekends with
a variety of on campus activities for students,
others are the complete opposite with virtually nothing appealing.
However, Williams maintains that he
had not lost touch with student interests.
"I believe that my goals are goals that
they want to achieve," he said. "I've said it
and I'll say it 'till I'm blue in the face: I want
to hear what's on their mind."
DiMarzo, however, was unsure of what
these goals are.
"I can't think of a single thing he's
done," she said.
Some students have also had reservations about Williams's presidency, deeming
FUSA elections popularity contests. But
Williams says he highly disagrees.
"I would not like to think it's a popularity contest because I care that much," he said.
"Students know that there is a lot of responsibility with my position so I think they know
they want to have someone in there who will
give 100 percent."
Liguori agreed with Williams, saying
that campaigning is a much more important
factor in the election than popularity.
"I don't think it's a popularity contest,"
he said. "There have been a lot of senators
that get out and campaign."
But Andrew Palazzi '10 acknowledged
that popularity is a part of most elections.
"People aren't going to vote for someone they don't like," he said.
Mullaney disputed the contention as
well.
"Everyone knows them [candidates]
because they have worked for our student

1

body," she said.
She added: "Then they get elected
because they have that commitment to our
student body."
Williams, meanwhile, said he is focusing on a potential second term to carry out
FUSA's academic initiative.
"I want to continue working on the
academic stuff. It takes a while; that's the
biggest reason why I need two years," said
Williams, who acknowledged that improved
faculty evaluations are high on the agenda.
"Doing it [evaluations] myself, this can
be done better; why isn't this done electronically or by results?" he asked. "If a professor
is getting bad reports, that's a sign."
Student Court Chief Justice, Gregg
Cerasuolo '07, thinks Williams has influenced
the University's culture, and in turn, accomplished what he initially set out to do.
"I think people linger on apathy and
he's really been turning that apathy around,"
he said.
He added: "[Of] my four years here,
he's been one of the most productive presidents."
For Mathew Greninger '10, the FUSA
president's attitude is inspiring.
"No matter how much people don't go
out, he's still out there," he said.

How do YOU think
Hutch Williams has done as FUSA
President? Go to
www.fairfiel dnirror.com
and cast your vote in the weekly
online poll!
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Housing Plan Is a Good Start
Complaints concerning on-campus housing have been
piling up over the past few years and the University has finally stepped up to address them. As of Fall 2008 freshmen
triples will be a thing of the past and upperclassmen will be
provided with improved housing options.
This will all be achieved in a financially sound way
by utilizing existing structures and unused space. It will
also keep with the theme of "green" in that the new building will be constructed using eco-friendly materials and
practices.
The administrators who collaborated to form this well
thought-out plan must be given due credit.
But there are a number of flaws in the plan that can
be easily fixed if the administration follows through on its
promise to listen to student feedback and take students'
concerns into consideration. While it may be a generally
solid plan of action, there remains a handful of shortcomings within it: all of which merit a second look.
Topping this list is the complaint that upperclassmen
will not have the opportunity to live in a single room. If
administration is looking to attract upperclassmen, particularly seniors who have dealt with three years of roommates, they must realize that autonomous living would be
the attraction. Beach life may offer the students the opportunity to live right in the middle of things, but on-campus
living should provide opportunities to get away from it.
The issue can be dealt be with by the simple act of building
a few walls in the garden apartments and St. Ignatius Hall
suites.
Putting in the extra effort and, in turn, the extra money,
could really solve the problem of disgruntled campus residents. Thus, student opinions must be sought and students
must be willing to give informed input.
Students will probably make it immediately clear that
the extinction of townhouse basements will totally alter the
social climate at Fairfield- and not for the better. Unfortunately, the possibility of this valid complaint being taken
seriously is pretty small. While basement parties — for
years a staple of social life at Fairfield — will be missed, it
would be hard for the University to justify keeping un-finished space solely for the purpose of Saturday night beirut
games.
That's why in general, the outline of the plan makes
sense. But a bit of extra effort and some collaboration
could make the difference between a living situation that is
merely improved and one that is ideal.
The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial board,
What is your opinion? Write to us: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content,
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.
Include a daytime phone number at which the author can be reached.
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"How Was Your Winter Break?"
You've Asked the Question, but Do You Really Care?
BY ANDREW CHAPIN

"Hey you. How was your break?"
"Same old, same old. And yours?"
"Yea, nothing special either."
As much as you would like to pretend that you
are actually concerned with the vacation happenings
of everyone at Fairfield, get real.
It's not so much that you don't care (at least at
first you might) but the line of questioning has become
commonplace, forcing you to ask even the most casual
of acquaintances.
;
And you know that they feel the exact same way.
Case in point: when you ask somebody how their break
was, the exchange is shorter than most of the public
safety officers.
The explanation is obviously hiding behind a
shielding word, but you choose not to pursue the social
enlightenment: simply put, you couldn't care less.
It's not because you're mean or inconsiderate
or selfish; it has nothing to do with the person but
rather the recognized truth that conversations do not
materialize from dull inquiries about a topic neither
of you are truly interested in.
Unless an event so great that had the potential to
influence mankind occurred, what could possibly be
so important about a break? You went on vacation?
Where? Oh, very interesting. And, that's about as far
as you get because you just do not have that initiative
to continue the lagging interrogation.
Everyone knows breaks offer the relief of knowing that you're home and not taking classes. It's not
like you're circumnavigating the globe either; you're
home for a little less than a month, you see the regulars
and just as quick as you left, you're back again.
No matter how hard you try to avoid the dreaded
and monotonous question, it must be asked. There is
no way of avoiding it; just as your knee flinches when
the doctor hits it, you have already asked the question

without consideration. If you don't, you might be
perceived as uncaring and perception is everything
nowadays, or at least at Fairfield. Such a conclusion
makes sense since nobody wants to hear that their
vacation has little significance in the lives of others.
The feeling that you get when you realize you've
lived a whole day on what seems like repeat. The cafeteria buzzes with a hum of repetitiveness but, while
the smile and the nodding comprehension is ever
present, what do you really think is on their mind? It's
certainly not that new bag or your trip to Key West.
While nothing as serious as suicide is considered
in this instance, restlessness is a common symptom
of these trite conversations. This can be exhibited in
a fidgeting manner or a lack of eye contact. Catching
someone disinterested, while not uncommon, must
be done quickly since the chat is generally no longer
than 30 seconds.
These generic lines of sincere insincerity were
propagated more on the first day back than a Fairfield
generated e-mail. Could someone remind me what
relevance a women's self defense class has in my life?
Because the school certainly seems to think it does.
Why else would they keep sending such bogus e-mails
that either will sit dormant until they're outdated or
be deleted quickly without thought?
E-mail is a story entirely of its own, but Fairfield
students should not be ashamed to admit their distaste
for fleeting conversations about uneventful breaks.
You enjoyed it, not me, not anybody but yourself.
Broadcasting the best vacation stories ever, littered in a mixture of empty beer cans, forgotten sex,
semi-illicit drug use and worldly travel if anything
would only belittle the Joe Schmoes who worked for
a month.
Do us all a favor and the next time you want to
ask that prostituted question, think of how the person
listening on the other end feels.

Basements Are School's Latest Casualty
BY MARI HEENAN

"They're getting rid of townhouse basements?!"
That very question is bursting forth from many
outraged students across campus. And while it is
usually an immediate and mostly uninformed reaction, even after closer review it could be completely
on target.
The drama is caused by the newly proposed
housing renovations that will convert the townhouse
basements into garden apartments completely independent of the upstairs townhouses.
Throughout the last decade, numerous Fairfield
traditions have been nixed: Clam Jam, 200 Nights,
Mock Wedding, Forgotten Path, and the Keg Races,
to name a few. Also, the beach injunction has not
created an atmosphere that really encourages the
creation of new events. And here on campus there
is even talk of combining Spam Jam and May Day
into one event this year.
The proposed housing renovations that will
convert the townhouse basements into separate apartments threaten to continue this destructive tide.
Granted, basement parties aren't exactly a tradition, but they still serve as one of the last vestiges of a
University that wasn't virtually devoid of University
sponsored fun (this isn't to say that fun must involve
alcohol, but as of-age college students it's often an
integral part).
In past years student associations, or even students acting independently, have been forced to take
it upon themselves to keep alive the scraps of the
once glorious events.
The basements aren't just unfinished space at the
bottom of already overcrowded townhouses (remember: when they were originally designated as six- and
four-man residences?), they serve as a spot to relax

with friends without having to worry about disturbing
the housemates trying to sleep upstairs, spills ruining
carpets, or being too loud for the neighbors.
While it is not necessarily the University's responsibility to provide students, even of-age ones,
with places to relax and drink with their friends, and
not have to pay for beer like at the Levee, when did
it become their responsibility to completely remove
all of these places?
The new housing is meant for juniors and seniors: upperclassmen, the majority of whom are over
21. It is silly to pretend that drinking is not a part of
a modern college lifestyle.
By not providing any space for drinking and
gathering with friends, other than a resident's actual
living area, the new townhouse and Ignation Hall
plans are severely lacking.
In the broadest sense they are lacking the very
spirit that makes Fairfield the institution that is has
always been.
Fairfield prides itself on its impressive track
record of legacy enrollment, be it sons, daughters,
sisters, or brothers. These students, who have passed
through this school and encourage their family members to attend, look back on their experience and
remember not only the education they received, but
also the fun that they had while they were students.
It is inevitable that a school will undergo change,
in fact it would be disastrous for it not to. But that
does not mean that all change is for the better. Most
of today's and (if things continue as they are now)
tomorrow's students will never experience the camaraderie that past classes were able to foster while
enjoying all of the privileges that of-age students
can partake in.
How can students that never have these opportunities to bond with their peers remember Fairfield
as a fun and enjoyable place?
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Business Students Get the Jobs,
Liberal Arts Students Get the Education
BY KATE COTA

One of the biggest rivalries on campus, besides the brawl over patties
or grilled chicken in the dining
hall, is between business and liberal arts
students.
As I approach the halfway point in my
senior year, the disparity between the two
very different educations Fairfield offers has
never been more evident.
Students in the Dolan School of Business are seen around campus in suits, on
their way to an interview in New York City
with a corporate banking or accounting firm,
while College of Arts and Sciences students
are busy writing papers on the injustices of
the death penalty or painting in the basement
of the Loyola art studio.
The majority of graduates who leave
Fairfield in May with a business degree will
also be leaving with a job—probably a job
that is the beginning of 40 or so years in a
cubicle and business suits every day.
Most of them will have a job that the
business school grooms them for—marketing, insurance agencies, accounting firms,
etc. Most of them will start off with a salary
and bonus that most college student's bank
accounts have never seen.
However, how many of these distin-

guished Dolan School of Business graduates
will be leaving with an understanding of the
world they are entering, the people they will
affecting on a large scale and an understanding of themselves?
How many graduates of the business
school truly understand the poverty and
injustices in the world, which their corporate companies will most likely not be
helping?
How many of these graduates who will
sit in rush hour trains, buses and cars every
day will truly have a feeling that they are
making a difference in the world?
How many of these graduates understand that life is more than just about making money, but giving back to the world?
How many of these graduates will come to
despise their office job and become bored
after just a few years? How many will regret
that they sentenced themselves to years of
looking forward to little but retirement and
didn't take the time to pursue their passions,
interests and dreams?
Fairfield students are lucky to be given
a Jesuit education, an education that emphasizes giving back to the world. However,
a large part of the student body will leave
Fairfield after four years with no idea what
truly makes them happy.
It's January, and I know many liberal

arts students who have no clue what they
are doing after that dreaded day in May (I
wouldn't dare say the "G" word). However,
I have also heard their musings about what
they might do, from theater students who are
daring to move into the city and try to land
acting jobs, to art history students who are
hoping to get an internship at an Italian museum, to international studies majors hoping
for a Fulbright in the Middle East.
These are students pursuing their
dreams while they still can, while they're
young and can see the world and the people
of it, not just the people in the skyscrapers
of a city somewhere.
They're not taking the easy route where
they are guaranteed a job, money to dine out
and buy expensive things, and also guaranteed a mundane life during perhaps one of
the few periods of their life where they have
the opportunity to be adventurous.
So next time a confident business
student tells you they have a job that starts
in June and will be making a salary that is
enough to buy a new Lexus, think twice
before you congratulate them.
Ask them, instead, if sitting in an office
making money for a corporation in a job that
does not benefit anyone but themselves and
the company was really the dream job they
imagined doing as a child.

Students March for Right to Life
but one that concern's all of humanity. Such a
thing as abortion is damaging to both men and
women alike," Stacy
What is life?
Davis '09 said.
This is the
The final day was
question that
marked by the march
14 students were faced
itself. A powerful teswith this past weekend
tament to the pro-life
as they made the six hour
movement, tens of
drive to Georgetown Unithousands of activists
versity in Washington,
marched between the
D.C. for the March For
capital and the WashLife (MFL). One of our
ington monument to
nation's most hotly dethe Supreme Court
bated subjects - the conHouse on what is now
troversy over the legality
the 34th anniversary
and morality of abortion
of Roe v. Wade, the
- was explored by FairSupreme Court ruling
field's own Students for
that
guaranteed women
Life (SFL).
a
constitutional
right to
This pro-life group
have an abortion.
supports the belief that
Elyse Raby/The Mirror
Colleen Gibson
life begins at concep'09, one of the co-leadtion and even the smallest Marching for Life: Fairfield students pass the U.S. Capitol while participating in
ers of Fairfield's SFL,
of embryos is entitled to the March. Students (left to right): Brian Jones '09, Colleen Gibson '09, Ashlee
Downing '08, Mike Csorba '09
emphasized the imporall human rights. This
tance of such involvegroup consisted not only
of members belonging to the SFL but also ing the conference that addressed both sides ment.
"The MFL is our way of raising awareone faculty member, one campus minister and of the issue was that of universality. "This is
other students who simply wished to become not just a women's issue we are faced with, ness for the pro-life cause and meeting
people with similar
more informed than they
beliefs. This particialready were.
pation is our effort to
Our group's journey
educate ourselves and
began with settling in for
bring back new ideas
the night at Georgetown's
to campus and our felbeautiful campus and a
low students."
fundraiser luau for a loFinally, while in
cal pregnancy center that
Georgetown,
Mike
provides housing, food and
Csorba
'09,
SFL's
daycare for expectant and
second co-leader, and
newborn mothers.
I took the opportunity
After a night's sleep,
to talk with pro-choice
the Conference For Life,
' students protesting
held by Georgetown, began
the conference. It is
with two keynote speakers:
through such open diaHelen Alvare of Cathologue as this that we as
lic University of America
students and as a Uniand Carl Anderson of the
versity are able to keep
Knights of Columbus. Both
Elyse Raby/ The Mirror informed and active in
represented arguments for
as well Taking a moment: Mike Csorba '09 prays while waiting for the vigil mass to begin an issue that affects life
as the current state of and in tne Basilica of tne National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
at its core.
BY BRIAN JONES

response to the pro-choice movement.
One of the major themes touched on dur-
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Dems, Reps
Work
Together to
Save College
Kids Money
BELTWAY BANTER
CHRISTOPHER HALISKOE

When the Democrats took control
of Congress earlier this month
many of us to the right of the
aisle thought that they would raise taxes
and cause a massacre to our economy, with
their spend-now, balance-later budget ideals. Many conservatives thought that their
action would only send our nation farther
into debt.
But due to some sound economic and
somewhat moderate thinking, the six acts
they have passed since taking control of
congress earlier this month have created
incentives for those who matter most and
have united one of the most polarized
capitols ever.
These six acts included an ethics
reform targeting lobbyists, enacting 9/11
Commissions recommendations, raising
the minimum wage, funding stem cell
research, lowering interest rates on student loans, and cutting tax beneifits for oil
companies.
With the interest of the youth on their
mind, the House of Representatives passed
the Make College Affordable Act by a
356-71 vote, with 124 Republicans joining
all 232 Democrats in support of the bill.
This bill is the greatest legislation for the
young since Megan's Law, which requires
residents to be notified if a convicted sex
offender moves into their neighborhood.
This long over-due, bipartisan supported bill is' the key toward a positive
image of our representatives.
A prime example on simplistically
sound legislation, the MCAA would help
the average student save a staggering
$4,400. The key component of the plan is
that interest rates on student loans are set
to drop from 6.8 percent to 3.4 percent in
2011, just in time for the current freshman
class.
Many opponents of the act point out
the $6 billion cost to a nation in a deficit and
the question of what will happen in 2012:
will the interest go back up?
Yet, what the critics do not realize is
that the time is now.
The $6 billion could not go to a better
initiative, because in allowing the recent
college graduates to save more in a period
of tight money, their spending habits will
dramatically stimulate the economy.
These first "100 Hours" of Congress
have brought a tremendous amount of
reassurance as to what Washington could
be. A Democratic controlled Congress
and a Republican president have brought
us back to sixth grade social studies class
and show us why our constitutional ideals
of checks and balance are crucial to our
political system.
With two tablespoons of bi-partisanship, a dash of moderation, and a handful
of fresh ideas, it is great to see our legislators finally cooking up some productive
governing.
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Jamaican a Difference
Nine Fairfield Students See Anothet Side of Jamaica During an Intetsession Sendee Trip
BY MEGAN ROBY

Jamaica.
Just the word brings up images of
white sandy beaches, clear blue water,
luxurious hotels and beautiful people in
bathing suits.
This Jamaica, the one that many of
us may have experienced or would like
to, does exist. But the beauty of Jamaica
is offset by the harsh reality faced by 2.6
million Jamaicans and hidden from the
tourists that continually flood the island.
Earlier this month, I had the opportunity to experience this other side of
Jamaica when we traveled to the island
nation as a team of nine students and two
leaders, through Campus Ministry.
We arrived in Jamaica like many other
American visitors. When we stepped off
the plane in Montego Bay we were greeted
by sun, the sea and all that accompanies
a tropical paradise. But our identification
with the tourists would end quickly as
they were rushed off to luxurious hotels
in Montego Bay, Negril or Ocho Rios and
we began what would be the five hour
journey across the island to Kingston, the
nation's capital.
As we traveled across the island, the
different sides of Jamaica emerged as we
saw the Jamaica seen by tourists and the
everyday Jamaica seen by its citizens.
Where Montego Bay and Ocho Rios
were clean and orderly, Kingston was
polluted and a study in chaos. While the
streets of Montego Bay were filled with
beautiful and luxurious resorts, the streets
of Kingston were cramped and communities of shanty towns dotted the scenery.
Jamaica is a country with two faces,
and as we traveled through the streets, we
knew that we were seeing the face ignored
by most Americans and international
visitors.
Once we settled into Kingston we
wasted little time before getting to work.
The day after arriving, we traveled to a
home founded by Mother Theresa for the
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Fun in the sun: The beautiful beaches are only one side of the island of
Jamaica
sick and the dying.
The men and women of this home
have no one to care for them but the
small group of nuns who dedicate their
lives to care for them in their last days
and months.
We then went to St. Patrick's

School, an early childhood education program for the children whose families have
made the Riverton dump their home.
For many of these children, the education that they receive at St. Patrick's will
be their only one, as their parents cannot
afford the enrollment fees associated

Playing inside: Jon Velotta '07 plays chess with children at Bustamante
Children's Hospital

with formal education. The children of
Riverton and St. Patrick's live in the depths
of poverty, yet their energy and happiness
is overwhelming as they laugh and play.
We continued our experience at
Bustamante Children's Hospital and we
laughed and played with the patients who
ranged from infants to young adults, many
of whom were starved for attention and
affection as their parents could not be by
their bedside because of work.
Our next stop was Poor Relief, a staterun shelter for the homeless that offers a
bed to sleep in and a warm meal to many
Jamaicans struggling to get by.
On our final day we spent time at St.
Monica's, a safe haven founded for those
suffering from Hansen's disease, that now
serves many poor and elderly as well.
Jamaica is a land of beauty, but it is
also a land of battles and hardships. Yet
through it all, the people of Jamaica remain
proud and strong. It is these people and
their stories that we will remember most
about the nation, and that we will take with
us no matter where we go.
There is no forgetting Vida from
Mother Theresa's who told us that she had
no worries in life because she had been
loved and cared for, or Tio from Riverton,
who smiled up at us with all the promise
and love in the world. You can't forget
Soldier, a homeless man who urged us
to be educated about our country and the
world around us.
These people and their lessons will
stay with us. While many of these people
thanked us for our time in Jamaica, we
should have been the ones thanking
them.
The people of Jamaica have served as
our teachers as they taught us about love,
life, hardship, and that one person really
can make a difference in someone's life.
We, "Team Jamaica," have been honored to be their students and hope that one
day you may have a chance to experience
that honor as well.

People of Ecuador Teach Students to "Be Happy"
BY GREGG CERASUOLO

I recently traveled to the city of Duran,
on the west coast of Ecuador, for an intersession service trip. The people of Duran
and other areas in Ecuador allowed me to
follow them and experience the truth of
their everyday lives.
These amazing people live with the
fact that running water is nonexistent and
that they only have a dollar to spend on
food each day. The streets are not paved
so when the rainy season comes - which
happens to be right now — the roads turn
into giant mud puddles.
There is a town that was built directly
on a dump, where children run and play
soccer on top of the garbage, containing
medical and industrial waste. Most children would rather play soccer barefoot
than stumble over the beat up shoes that
they own.
I am not trying to guilt you with all
these depressing facts. Rather, I want you
all to understand that these realities of life
are not handicaps in the lives of the people
of Ecuador.
During the trip, my group and I
visited a community of those suffering
from Hansen's disease, more commonly
known as leprosy. Segundo, a resident of
the community, celebrated his birthday
while we were there. Segundo has no legs,

is blinded by cataracts, and his hands are the same thing I did: people in Ecuador are
clawed as a result of Hansen's. He sang not afraid to actually live life. They aren't
us songs and told us how happy he was to in constant search of the next iPod or the
have us as guests.
latest fashion trends; they live their lives
Segundo wasn't worried about any- with love, happiness and kindness.
thing else except making the group feel
We as Americans get so caught up in
welcome.
a scheduled life that we forget to let those
With all these problems that I men- around us know that we care, and we forget
tioned, many would
assume that the people
would be apathetic
and unwelcoming.
This could not
have been farther
from the truth. The
Ecuadorian people are
amazing, friendly and
most of all, thankful. I
doubt that there would
be many Americans
who would welcome
a group of 11 strangers in their house to
talk about life and
love. This was a common theme in Ecuador. People welcome
strangers with open
arms and a friendly
smile.
Contributed Photo
I traveled to EcHappy
Birthday:
Fairfield
students
celebrate
with
Ecuadorian
uador with 10 amazing
Segundo, who suffers from Hansen's disease.
people who all realized

the people who really mean something to
us. Ecuadorians are happy because they
don't schedule life; they live it.
After going on this "emersion," however, I recognize little things that I can
do in daily life to make the world a better place. I now make a conscious effort
to turn off any unused lights and to not
waste water, especially when I brush my
teeth. It's the little things that we need to
recognize to appreciate.
So why did 1 go and what have I
learned from it? My original answer would
have been that I needed to see the more
difficult side of life before graduating
from the cushy bubble of Fairfield. Other
than getting to know my group of ten
amazing people, I got a crash course in
the realities of life. For most of the world
the quality of living is unbelievably poor
but for these same people the quality of
life is so much better than most of us can
really understand.
It is essential to let the people you
surround yourself with know that you care
about them. It is the contact we have with
people that makes us who we are. Finally
the greatest lesson that I learned from the
people of Ecuador is BE HAPPY!
Don't be afraid to smile because life
is just too good to do otherwise.
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Is Tonight's Concert Worth Going To?
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O.A.R. is back: Every year someone complains FUSA didn't book them. Now they did,
and there are countless complaints. The show is sold out, so it must be a good call.

Yes- O.A.R. Sold Out Alumni
BY ROBIN MERRITT

As Thursday evening approaches O.A.R
fans prepare for a flood of good music to flow
through Alumni Hall. A similar pick to last
year's Guster, O.A.R arrives to a campus of
mixed feelings.
A true fan and O.A.R guru at heart,
Adam Zandonella '09 has been planning for
Thursday's concert for weeks.
"I am pumped for this concert. My
friends and I try to make it an annual get together every summer. I am excited about this
concert because it gives us another chance to
get together while we are all at school."
O.A.R's music, a blend of upbeat songs
will be performed live for a campus full of
roaring fans. On tour for most of their career,
O.A.R will only visit two college campuses
during this particular tour, Fairfield being
the second.
Their next stop is Madison Square Garden, a dream come true for any band who
began playing in the dorm rooms of Ohio
State University. They struggled to develop

their music and fan base, thrilled to perform
at local theatres in Ohio. They now perform
at the epitome of venues with sold out crowds
and ecstatic fans.
Although O.A.R fans are thrilled about
the band's arrival, the glaring similarities between the bands chosen in the recent past are
reason for students' dissatisfaction.
Drew Marden '09 thinks that "O.A.R is
a better choice in bands then there has been
in the past."
He continues, "I still think that there
are more popular bands that Fairfield could
get... I would rather see a comedian than
O.A.R - something in a completely different
spectrum."
Jillian Eichler '09 agrees with Zandonella, saying "I think it's really cool that
they're coming because they're a really
popular band."
Needless to say, most of campus anticipating Thursday evening's concert. At 7 p.m.
the doors to Alumni will open and fans will
pour in to enjoy a night of bright music from
O.A.R.

World Famous Gomez opens the show: They could sell out a show four times as big
as Almuni Hall, but one of Europe's favorite bands is here for us tonight, check 'em out!

Show Up Early For Gomez
BY SEAN CORBETT

Imagine taking the stage in front of
100,000 people or more. You look out and
can't even see the end of the crowd gathered
there to see you play. That's usually what the
British rock band Gomez witnesses at their
many festival shows throughout Europe and
the US.
Few know they are opening for O.A.R.
at the concert, but it's definitely something to
be excited about. Vocals from Ian Ball, Tom
Gray and ben Ottewell are slightly reminiscent of Eddie Vedder and their playing style
is vaguely similar to the many jam bands
they tour with on a regular basis, though less
'jammy.'
After their first album in 1998, the band
won the ultra-prestigious National Mercury
Prize for Best Album. This is given out annually to the best Irish and British bands of
the previous year and usually results in instant
recognition and a giant rise in album sales.
Sometimes referred to as a new Pearl Jam,
Gomez has continued to impress both sides

of the Atlantic since their first release.
Even though the concert sold out just
with the mention of O.A.R., a Gomez name
drop would not have hurt.
"I know of Gomez and I've listened to
some of their music, which I liked," said Kara
Dooley '08. "I don't know too much about
them, but I probably would have considered
going to the show, at least just to see them, if
I knew they were opening."
After hearing some live recordings of
theirs, it is very hard to imagine them as an
opening band. On stage, they pull off what
Guster and O.A.R. pull off, but they have
a little something extra. Maybe it's the fact
that they're British. But they definitely have
a knack for writing interesting and distinctively weird pop songs that bands like Guster
want.
If you're going to the show, all you need
to worry about is that they're upbeat and loud
enough to keep you dancing from the moment
they step on stage. And they're unique enough
that you'll probably buy one of their 8 albums
on the way out.

Mirror Exclusive Interviews with Members of the Bands
The Mirror: Anything you can get
when you're starting out has got to be
incredible, right?
Jerry DePizzo (O.A.R. saxophonist/
guitarist): Yeah, you know Madison Square
Garden or even traveling to Fairfield, Connecticut at that point - it's inconceivable.
You don't really know how to gage your
experiences - you really can't at that time. So
playing at the Newport Music Hall and selling
it out on our own [during college] was a very
momentous occasion, kinda like the garden is
in our career today.
TM: As a group do you inspire each
other or do you look for inspiration in other
places or even a little bit of both?
JD: Yeah, I think you find inspiration
within each other and, you know, we drive
each other and we push ourselves to be better.
And we look at each other and we draw that
from the band members. As far as writing
and songs and things, yeah it's inspiration
from life and what the band is dealing with
in their personal lives at the time or how they
feel about social issues, or political crime or
whatever inspires us at that moment.
TM: What kind of pranks have you
pulled as a group?

JD: Just stupid stuff that makes a lot of
sense when you've been touring in this closed
environment for a couple of weeks, you cut
the locks of the trailer and replace them,
shaving cream stuff, tape all their belongings
to benches and things. The drummer usually
gets it the worst out of the support band to be
honest with you - we put baby powder on the
drum head then they can't see it so they hit it
for the first time during the show and it's just
this giant explosion of smoke or baby powder.
Or you glue the sticks together, or you put
clear tape on the keyboard player's board and
they go to hit something and like 12 keys go
down; you just screw things up.
TM: Your songs always sound like
there's a really great story behind them.
You can't be in a bad mood and listen to
your songs.
JD: He [Marc] draws inspiration from
people - instances in his life that really impact
him in a special, meaningful way. I think the
reason why people connect with our songs so
well is that we really don't talk about anything
we don't know about. That's why I think
people find our songs uplifting and positive
- because we always end up putting a positive
twist on things.

The Mirror: As a part of Gomez, you
tour quite a bit. Is touring a lot like being
a work-aholic?
Oily Peacock (Gomez drummer): I
guess so. There are times when the travel
aspect is the difficult part of it, when you
are essentially driving around on a bus with
everybody else. Ultimately the music is benefiting, because we're playing so much that
we don't ever need to actually rehearse. We're
never really a band to do much rehearsing,
to be honest. The music definitely benefits
from touring.
TM: What do you think about being
called a non-jam jam-band? Maybe it's
because you tour in that festival scene so
often in the US?
OP: Yeah, it's kind of weird. I guess
some aspects of our show are kind of... well
all shows are kind of a jam. It's part of the
music. But we're definitely not a jam band.
But the people who are in the scene very much
like it, so it's kind of like, accidental. We're
not really of any particular style, so we could
be hopefully like a rock band just as much
as people say we're a jam band, or we could
be a fu**ing pop band, whatever it may be.
I think it's kind of cool just to be distinctive

in that kind of way - not being officially
categorized. I prefer bands that kind of mix
it up a bit more, you know?
TM: Fairfield is kind of a gymnasium
set up, they say the sound will be great, and
it's a small place. Do you like the small
shows or the big ones?
OP: A lot of these gigs [with O.A.R.]
have been giant sort of arenas, and it's kind
of fun to do in the aspect that you're playing
somewhere so ridiculously big, and it's sort
of an arena, stadium rock sort of thing. It's
amusing because we normally don't do that
sh*t. I generally prefer the smaller theaters
because it's some sort of intimate thing going
on. People can fu**ing hear you and see you.
We did a lot of smaller places a couple years
ago, touring with CAKE. It's good to kind of
get into the college scene, of course, because
it's massively important over here.
TM: Do you guys have any plans for
after the show Thursday?
OP: Well, we were in Philly the other
day and we went out, and went to the good
area of town and hung out, had some food,
had some drinks. Stuff like that. If we can hit
somewhere, definitely we'll go and hang out,
and sort of see what the place is like.
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Shins Prove That 'Chutes Are Not 'Too Narrow'
BY KEVIN SCHNEIDER
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Preserving the life of good music: The latest from that Garden State band "will change
your life," just like Natalie Portman promised. Almost.

°P

3

1.) Sleeping Lessons
2.) A Comet Appears
3.) Red Rabbits

The Shins' popularity skyrocketed
with their contributions to the Garden
State soundtrack from their debut album "Oh, Inverted World." In 2003
they cemented their signature sound
and promise as an indie rock band with
their critically acclaimed "Chutes Too
Narrow."
Front man James Mercer explained
that the long wait for their third just released album, "Wincing the Night Away"
was so that the band could "stretch out"
and develop their ideas as much as possible. And they did.. However, it may
be debatable to fans whether the stretch
was for better or for worse.
It's only natural to double check
whether or not you put the right CD into
your CD player when the album kicks
off with "Sleeping Lessons." Not only
are Mercer's distinctive vocals distorted
and not at the forefront of the song, there
is sound emitting from the speakers that
you never could have dreamed would
appear in a Shins' song.
But the shock isn't a bad one. When
the song climaxes by kicking into rockand-roll mode, the listener can't help but
feel drowned in refreshment. While their
last two studio efforts showed the audience what a Shins' song was and what
forms it could take, this album displays
just how much more Mercer and company had up their sleeves.
But what comes with trying to experiment and step out of one's element
is the inevitable miss. The album's third

track "Pam Berry" is their first big miss.
Clocking in at 58 seconds, the centerpiece
of the song is a distorted guitar riff aching
with tension, equipped with some quiet
vocals and extra guitar layers. The song fits
awkwardly with the rest of the tracks, and
for the first time ever in my Shins' listening
experience left me asking "why?"
As the next track began I was relieved,
gaining back the confidence I had for the
album. "Phantom Limb" is their first single,
and isn't anything out of the ordinary. But
it's songs like this that the Shins' have built
a career on and do best, and there's nothing
wrong with that.
With the exception of "Girl Sailor",
which is one of the less risky tracks, the rest
of the album is packed with new sounds to
the Shins' catalogue and the album closes
beautifully. Tracks like "Sea Legs", "Red
Rabbits", and "Black Wave" are all formidable and memorable experiments on
what direction the Shins' could take their
music.
"Wincing the Night Away" is a valiant
attempt at pushing the expectations of what
a Shins' song could be. Upon the first listen
it's impossible not to be excited at the new
shapes and liveliness in the song writing.
But for fans who wished they had stuck
to what they know, they will find only a
select grouping of tracks will make it to

• LISTEN TO THEIR SINGLE AT:«
•
•

•
http://www.subpop.com
.
• Click on the mp3 link to pre- •
•
view "Phantom Limb"
•

'Crank' Up Your DVD player
With 86 Minutes of Purely Poisonous Action
BY LILY NORTON

tors contribute to the movie's satirical nature too.
Efren Ramirez, who played Pedro in Napoleon
All of us have once heard the question: if
Dynamite, appears as Chev's sidekick, a closet
you knew you had one day to live, what would
cross-dresser.
you make of it? This question is the driving
Some parts of the movie are very misplaced
force for the film "Crank," except instead of
and even unnecessary. One action spectacle inone day, our hero Chev has an hour, if that.
volves Chev suddenly driving through a shopping
Crank meets all expectations of a typical
mall for no reason. The scene actually served no
action-thriller, but actually goes beyond this
additional purpose to the film's plot and seems to
with a unique plotline and the use of special
be added to just create more action.
effects and humor. Before hitting theatres,
Some have labeled "Crank" as an offensive,
the trailers preached the innovative plot to
even nasty movie. In some scenes, it is easy to
the film: a man who knows he is going to die
see how the easily disgruntled may have been
seeks revenge. Although the plot line can be
provoked.
predictable at points, through twists, turns
There is a scene where Chev decides to fondle
and development, Crank's plot becomes quite
his girlfriend in the middle of Chinatown, with
complex.
everyone watching (can someone say PDA?). In
The protagonist Chev, played by Jason
another, Chev manages to steal a taxicab from an
Stratham, has been injected with a Chinese
Arab man. After throwing him out of the driver's
synthetic drug called a "Beijing cocktail."
seat and calling him a member of Al Qaeda, nearby
This cocktail slows down the heart and the
listeners pounce on the innocent man and forcibly
only way for Chev to keep his heart from
beat him, giving Chev a chance to get away.
stopping is to keep his adrenaline level up
Although controversial at points, the directors,
(sounds like "Speed" without the bus, eh?).
Mark Neveldine and Brian Taylor, worked hard
If Chev doesn't keep his adrenaline level up,
to make the movie entertaining. The camera use
he risks becoming too weak and therefore
and special effects add extra quality to the film.
won't be able to bring justice to those who
Innovative features include the use of a "shaky
have poisoned him. However, Chev, with a
and blurred" camera feature, which is intended to
little help from his doctor, finds a series of
imitate what Chev sees during parts of the film.
different temporary antidotes to the poison,
It's important to note that "Crank" is not all
including constantly snorting some nasal
action. The scriptwriters obviously wanted to
spray, an actual injection of ephenephrine (a
provide some comic relief through the sequence
type of adrenaline), and gulping can after can
of action-filled ordeals. Unfortunately, you'll be
Contributed Photo
of Red Bull.
so excited about what happens to Chev's body that
Crank will hold a gun to your head Get ready for a near-overdose of
Besides paying a visit to his foes, Chev adrenaline. In a good way
the comedy might be lost.
feels the need to go see his unsuspecting and
Although some were displeased with the film,
ditsy girlfriend, played by Amy Smart, who knows nothStratham did play the role incredibly. Amazingly, by the end
ing about his hitman occupation. She ends up tagging
of the movie, we relate to Chev's ultimate struggle and hope
along for parts of the movie, and Chev finally tells her
for him to overcome this whole situation by taking out the
of his dilemma. It's a really cute moment.
archetypical bad guys.
As intense as the plot sounds, some parts of the
With a plot line like this, it is hard to find anyone who
movie came across as a parody of action movies. The
wouldn't be at least a smidge interested in what Chev is goplot is wonderfully ridiculous, and there are other facing to do.
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Theatre Fairfield Students Get Away With Murder
This Completely Student-Run Production of 'The Real Inspector Hound' Was Built to Impress
director Kelly Henn '07, who was
selected by Desilvestri because
of her innate sense of comedy,
timing and potential.
"I knew she would be more
than dedicated to the task," said
BY TESS BROWN
Desilvestri.
"She had a very challengTom Stoppard's, "The Real
ing position because it's always
Inspector Hound," had this past
difficult to work creatively with
weekend's audiences buzzing
your peers," said stage manager
with inquiries. Stoppard's one act
Anna Stabile '09.
play of absurd reality was proWith help from the cast,
duced, directed and acted solely
seniors James Burns and Chrisby Theatre Fairfield students.
topher Swetchy transformed
This annual project is funded
the PepsiCo theatre into a stunby the Jamie A. Hulley Fund for
ning English manor complete
the Arts and was proposed by
with dangling chandeliers. The
senior James DeSilvestri for the
elaborate set design was one of
purpose of personal study. To this
the most lavish ever created by
end, he served as the producer for
students for an independent projthe project.
ect. Burns created a very warm
Contributed Photo and inviting space, from the color
"Hound was the first play
I ever did in high school and I An impressive student-run play-within-a play: Tim King, '09, and Gary Pelletier, '09, play as critics in the
palette to the set dressing.
wanted to re-visit the role and audience of "The Real Inspector Hound." In this scene, Pelletier has stepped into the play.
On top of that, student coscompare it to my previous work
is abundant with layers, innuendos and genius script really stretches from realism
tume designer Wendy Scola '08
to observe my personal growth," said innovative form. This clever play-within- and within this form of twisted reality the skillfully outfitted the cast as wardrobe
DeSilvestri. He also played Magnus Mul- a-play features King and Pelletier sitting actors really lit up. It was obvious that manager.
doon, a suspect in the murder-mystery.
offstage, acting as two critics plainly the actors could feel the playfulness of
"Theatre Fairfield students never
DeSilvestri, as well as other theatre watcing the play.
the form — as an audience member that cease to amaze me. Their energy and
students, held a bold presence on stage.
They comment and even interact synthesis was a joyful one."
enthusiasm rarely leave their side," said
"James asked me to be a part of the with the actors and the play's storyline. It
The cast was able to take the play's Pelletier, a lead in the project.
production as Felicity Cunningham. I felt demonstrates the elimination of'the fourth level of farce beyond simple parody
The $.1,200 raised from Hound ticket
honored to be asked and excited at the wall' and the two played with a laughable and they poised many audacious perfor- sales will be put towards a Theatre
opportunity to work on this project with pomp and matchless comedic timing. This mances.
Fairfield mission trip to Waveland, Miss,
s
some of my closest friends," said Ioanna literary device of Stoppard's was not only
The character of Mrs. Drudge, the ma- this spring.
Psaroudakis '07.
well acted, but also well-received. It con- tronly yet highly-adept manor maid, was
This independent project was as
Other cast members were seniors firmed one of the play's main intentions: played with a delicately nuanced balance cleverly executed as it was cunningly
Jodie Pfau and Jonathan Perez, juniors to create a fog between the boundaries of of humor and thoughtfulness - the signs of produced. Woven within Stoppard's postTim King, Elizabeth Thompson and Tony reality and illusion, while forcing the audi- a true comic —by Elizabeth Thompson '09, modern tendencies were some truly wellDacosta, as well as Gary Pelletier '09, and ence to question who they think they are. a newcomer to the Theatre Fairfield stage crafted student performances that resulted
in an exceptional student project.
Actor and audience member Jared with a very bright future ahead of her.
Kira Gustafson ' 10.
The cast was gallantly led by student
"Hound," though only a one-act play, Mezzocchi '07 remarked, "Stoppard's
Editor's Note: Tess Bown is a
Theater Fairfield actor. She was
not involved in the production of
"The Real Inspector Hound."
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Backpacks, be Gone!
Over-the-shoulder Bags are a False Way to Prevent Back Strain
BY MARK BASSO

"It forces you not to pack too
much," he said. "And it's just easier

The backpack: possibly the quint
essential student accessory along
with the pencil, pen and notebook.
But some Fairfield University students are ditching
the classic carry-all, which may
actually be a good thing. Carrying
a backpack can be very unhealthy,
especially if it's filled with today's
heavy college textbooks.
"Back muscles are our weakest
muscles," said Dr. Sheila Grossman, a
professor of Fairfield's School of Nursing.
"And here we are putting this big strain on them
[with backpacks]."
Some have taken notice. Erika Ludwig '07 is
one student who has turned her back on the villainous pack.
"It just got to be too much," she said, complaining
of chronic back pain in, "that middle part of the back
that just needs a massage."
According to Grossman, within the back and spine
there are ligaments equipped with pain receptors that'
are highly susceptible to sprains. Without proper back
exercises (which most students neglect in their gym outings), wearing backpacks can lead to poor posture, as well
as lower back pain further down the road.
Ludwig found relief in the form of her "trusty Vera
Bradley bag." And it's not merely functional; her black,
green and pink floral accessory was selected for its visual
appeal.
A glance around campus reveals she is not alone.
Stylish shoulder bags have become increasingly popular
among Fairfield students.
Observing students mill around Barone Campus Center will reveal that over half of the female students have
a shoulder bag in tow. Style was the key factor in several
cases; others, vengeance.
"I went to an all-girl high school, and I was only allowed to use a black or navy blue backpack," said Kat
Reilly '09. "So now this crazy, sporty bag is kind of my
revenge."
Fairfield's male populace is more faithful to the
backpack, with only a handful of students seen carrying a
male-version of the shoulder bag.
Tony Gadaleta '07 has switched primarily to a shoulder
bag (currently sporting a model from the Gap), which he
finds to be a better option.

Jess Fullagar/The Mirror

Bag Of Bricks: Carrying a backpack full of books can feel
as heavy as lugging a bag of bricks.

to access when you need to, especially on the subway or
something."
Gadaleta's sister now visits a chiropractor for muscle
damage related to an overstuffed backpack. However,
he still uses a backpack when he needs to carry "a lot of
stuff."
In a 2002 study, researchers Stefano Negrini and
Roberta Carbalona recommended that loaded backpacks
weigh no more than 15 percent (about one-sixth) of the
wearer's body weight.
Grossman pointed out that it's not just the sheer weight
in the backpack, but how it is distributed that matters.
"Most people don't have the weight balanced midspine," she said. "The center of gravity is off and they
lean toward one side."

This further stresses the back and the spine. Adjusting
the shoulder straps can help reestablish the center of
gravity, she said.
Where does that leave one-shouldered bags
like the ones Fairfield students seem to be
favoring?
"Shoulder bags are probably
causing more harm [than backpacks],"
Grossman said. "You'd probably be better off with the backpack."
Steve Kulhanek '07 has kept
his backpack use to a minimum, but
more out of convenience than
health concern.
"I pretty much have one
class a day," he said, noting
that carrying one notebook in his
arms isn't a problem. "But even in
high school, with all those books [in a
backpack], I never had a sore back."
However, when the going gets tough, and
quantum physics class requires multiple books,
notebooks and calculators, Kulhanek utilizes his
multi-pocketed L.L.Bean backpack to transport the
otherwise unwieldy equipment. .
Bill Doermer is not a student, but has been relying
on a heavy backpack for years. As an avid hiker, Doermer
cannot see an alternative for carrying a lot of equipment.
"A fully-loaded pack can easily weigh from 25 pounds
to almost 60 or 70 pounds," he said.
He also stressed careful packing, as well as proper
strap adjustment to avoid back pain.
"I've gone backpacking for four or five days at a time,
and never got that sore feeling. But I still can't imagine it's
good for you."
If proof of backpacks' possible danger is needed,
look no further than the fact that therapists, researchers
and others have instituted National Backpack Awareness
Day each fall.
"Pack it Light, Wear it Right!" reads the slogan on
the Promote Awareness of Occupational Therapy Web site
(www.promoteot.org). This year, 500 events were held at
schools, community centers and retailers this year, reaching
more than 100,000 students.
Backpacks can hurt you. Shoulder bags can hurt you.
Is there any healthy way to transport those art history and
organic chemistry clunkers?
"In a perfect world, you would separate your books by
weight, and carry them in your arms in two separate bags,"
Grossman said. "But I feel ridiculous even saying that."

Parking Lot Renovations to Hit Campus in 2008
BY CAROLINE SCHERBARTH

In the summer of 2008, Fairfield University plans to unveil a completed housing
project along with new parking accommodations near both the Walsh Athletic Center and
the newly renovated St. Ignatius Hall.
While some students are displeased with the University's plan for renovation, the
prospect of having more parking spots and parking options is appealing.
"I think having more spots on campus would be great," said Lesley Martin '10.
"Hopefully more students would be allowed to have cars on campus."
Others think that the current parking options on campus are adequate enough.
"I always manage to find parking," said Molly Considine '08. "I have found that it
is not that big of a problem. The campus is small enough that wherever I find parking, it
isn't a far walk."
The administration plans to add walkways and stairways connecting the Walsh Athletic
Center to the townhouse complex, making the lot more accessible to students. In addition,
St. Ignatius Loyola Hall, which will be converted into junior and senior apartments, already
has a parking lot, which will be made more accessible by the creation of a new access
driveway that will connect to the existing campus road. The lot may be expanded.
For years, rumors have spread about the construction of a parking deck or garage on
campus, and according to Mark Reed, Vice President for Student Affairs, "It certainly is
possible that Fairfield will look to add a parking deck structure somewhere on campus in
the future."
The addition of new parking spots just might give public safety a break as well.
According to Fairfield University Parking Operations Assistant, Mary Ann DeMasi, public
safety writes approximately 75 tickets a day, Monday through Friday; that's approximately
1,500 tickets per month.

While Public Safety often deals with freshmen bringing their unauthorized cars on
campus, DeMasi says that the biggest offenders are upperclassmen who drive to class and
park in unauthorized areas.
Samantha Mullaney '09 agrees that this is an issue.
"I think that there isn't so much a problem with the amount of parking available on
campus, it's more where the parking is for certain locations," she said.

Locations of Parking Lot Renovations:

^Additional walkways and stairways connect
Walsh"Athletic Center to townhouses
Driveway connecting Loyola Hall to road
Possible expansion of Loyola lot
For more information on campus renovations see pages 1 and 2.
Photo Illustration by Lorraine Lampe
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Students Stepping Up
A Rise in Community Service Participation Offers a New Outlook on Student Laziness
BY EMILY FAHERTY

Modern-day college students are viewed as lazy. They
nap when they should be doing their work. They spend
hours on AIM, Facebook or watching TV marathons.
They are either drunk or hung-over for the majority of the
week. Right?
The results of a new national study combat this stereotype of lazy college students and suggest that they may be
putting their time to better use - and even helping others
in the process.
The number of college-student volunteers has sharply
increased by 20 percent between 2002 and 2005, with 3.3
million students volunteering nationwide in 2005, according to "College Students Helping America," the study
sponsored by The Corporation for National and Community
Service, released in October.
"The rise in college student volunteering and the growing campus support for service are hopeful signs for the
future of civic involvement in America," said Steve Goldsmith, the Chairman of the Board of the Corporation.
Here at Fairfield over one third of the estimated 4000
undergraduate students participated in community service
on a regular basis during the 2005-2006 academic year,
according to data compiled for the Association of Jesuit
Colleges and Universities. When looking at last year's
numbers in comparison to this past semester, there is an
even further expected increase in participation, according
to Wylie Smith Blake, the director of community service
on campus.
Melissa Quan, the former director of community service on campus and coordinator for the Service Learning
program, noticed this increase through her own personal
experiences.
"During my four years as director, the level of service
on campus has definitely increased. There is a real focus
right now on civic engagement and getting students involved," said Quan.
Quan and the national report both credit this new level
of engagement as a possible result from the tragedies of

9/11 and Hurricane Katrina.
"People get inspired with such tragic
events and they naturally fall into the pattern of
volunteering. It is like a shock to the system,"
she said.
FUSA President Hutch Williams '08
agreed that while "the unfortunate events do
stir up some emotions" for some students, he
says, "I would hate to take away credit from
students who have always realized and believed
that giving back is a wonderful thing."
One Fairfield student helping America, is
Rick Cayer '07. As the co-leader of the McGivney Center, an after school tutoring program
in Bridgeport and a participant in last summer's
service trip to New Orleans, Cayer values how
irror File Photo
service has increased his awareness.
Lend A Helping Hand: Fairfield offers community service activities
"It gives me a better glimpse of the bigger that include building homes in under-developed countries.
picture," he said. "Coming from a financially
stable family and going to school in Fairfield
In line with the national report, after school programs
County make it really easy to ignore the poverty problem,"
are also the most popular type of service for Fairfield
he said.
Cayer's fellow leader at the McGivney Center, Kim students.
"People like them because they are upbeat," Smith
Buesking '09, agrees that her participation "has made me
a lot more thankful for what I have and the luxuries that I Blake explained. "The kids are so happy to see you and
many students consider it a break and a type of stress
have always felt are normal," she said.
In addition to a strong desire to aid the community, relief."
Martucci added, "No matter how stressed I am or how
students also come into college better prepared, with the
majority of high schools now very involved with com- much work I have to do that week, I always forget about
it while I'm there because I just relax and have fun. In
munity service.
Emily Martucci '08 has been a community service that way, the experience is giving back to me more than
I give to it."
volunteer "for as long as she can remember.
"When I came to college, I looked for service opIn addition to these programs through campus ministry,
portunities because it only seemed natural," she said. "I Williams emphasized that many student groups on campus
think I would have felt like a part of my life was missing are finding unique outlets for service.
"Fairfield is unique in that we have the poorest city in
if I wasn't doing any service here."
At Fairfield, she regularly helps out at the North End Connecticut just to the north of us. People are moving in
Boys and Girls Club in Bridgeport, Habitat for Humanity, the right direction, learning by example and can physically
Hunger Clean-Up, Park City Sweep and various service see the difference they are making - especially on the local
trips to Lebanon, Penn.; Mexicali; and Tijuana, Mexico.
level," said Williams.
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There's No Place Like Abroad
As Students Return From a Semester Overseas, Readjusting Proves Tough
BY MARY THERESE CHURCH

For many students, going abroad means
getting to see new places, meeting new
people and perhaps helping out a sagging
GPA. However, what many students aren't
prepared for is the way the experience impacts their lives.
Whether it is the breath-taking views
that you do not get in the townhouses or the
range of accents beyond that of New Jersey
and New York, for many, going abroad
changes a person's perspective.
"It opens your eyes to different things,
people and places," said Taylor Murphy '08,
who spent her fall semester in London.
Murphy loved the change of atmosphere
from that of Fairfield and the ability to meet
people from different walks of life.
"It shows you a glimpse of what your
life is going to be like after college," she
said.
Chris Pisarkiewicz '08, who spent last
semester in Florence, Italy, agreed with
Murphy that his experience abroad really
opened his eyes to a different lifestyle.
"It was really good to see how different
cultures work," he said.
Not only did he enjoy the surroundings
and the opportunity to meet new people, but
also thought that the lifestyle was healthier
and a good switch from that of the United
States.
Although happy about their decisions to
go abroad, both Murphy and Pisarkiewicz
are glad to be back at Fairfield.
"I really miss [London], but I don't
think that I could have stayed for a whole
year," said Murphy. "I would have missed
my friends and family too much, but it really
shows you how small Fairfield is to the rest
of the world."

Mend
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Aussie Fever: For Kelly Reynolds '08, decorating her room with souvenirs from Australia, reminds her of the great memories she
made while abroad.

This realization of a "bigger world"
was also something that Caitlin Moroney
'08 took away from her semester in
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Brisbane, Australia. Moroney said Fairfield.
"Our country [U.S.] is just so new
that being abroad made her view life
differently and see how big the world and so young compare to the history that
they have," she said. "The classes were
really is.
"It made me think about going and much more independent, and it is different
living elsewhere, rather than in the U.S. to be able to see slides of art and then go
I now want to go out and see the world," see the actual piece in person."
Hamilton decided not to go abroad
said Moroney.
Being back in the U.S. has been hard for a semester because she is a double
for Moroney, offering a different kind of major. However, even though she only
experienced Italy for a short time, she is
culture shock.
"It is hard to adjust to Fairfield. It is glad that she was able to go.
"I wish I was still there, it just opened
almost like freshman year all over again,"
my
eyes
to see how small Fairfield is in a
she said. "I value all that I've gotten out
global
sense."
of Fairfield, but now I just see it more as
One aspect that almost all the
a college."
,,
abroad stuKelly _~
dents agreed
Reynolds '08
on, is that
also studied
with Mo
It is hard to adjust to Fairfield. It is almost
roney in
//
•
work at

Australia last like freshman year all over again.
semester.
"It was
the most
amazing
time of my
life," she said. "I enjoyed living in
another country, and I met some amazing people and wouldn't trade that for
anything."
Reynolds does agree with Moroney,
though, that the transition back to suburban Connecticut was a tough one.
"Coming back to Fairfield was an
adjustment," she said. "Even though I had
been a student here for two years before I
left for Australia, it was like I was attending a new school for the first time."
Like Moroney and Reynolds, Rachel
Hamilton '08, who spent only a winter
session in Florence, Italy, is also dealing with the changes of being back at

Fairfield is

-Caitlin Moroney '08

-yf-

much more
challenging than
what they
experienced

overseas.
"Classes are so much harder here at
Fairfield. Teachers weren't as hands on
like they are here, which is what I like
about Fairfield," said Moroney. "The
professors here want us to succeed."
"Academics were a lot easier over
there," agreed Pisarkiewicz. "They
weren't as challenging, so it is hard to get
back into them here."
Overall the reviews from study
abroad students have been positive and
have opened them up to a broader world.
However, none of them have forgotten
what Fairfield has taught them, nor what
their experience meant to them.

The Department of Recreation says...
Don't spend all semester in your dorm!!!

Sign-up for Spring 07' Fitness Classes
Student Registration
Registration begins in the RecPlex - Monday, January 22nd, starting at 2:00- 5:30 p.m.
University College. Grad Student, & F/S Registration
Registration begins - Tuesday, January 23rd, starting at 8:00 a.m.
Class Fees are listed as follows:
Full-Time Undergrad/ Graduate & University College/Faculty & Staff
CLASS
Beginning Pilates
Yoga Flow 1
Step Express 1
Rock Bottom 1
Advanced Pilates
Mixed Pilates
Abs and Sculpting
Belly Dancing
Yoga Flow II
Cardio Fusion
Yoga Flow III
Boot Camp
Muscle Conditioning
Cardio Plus
Step Express II
Rock Bottom II

DAY
Mondays & Thursdays
Mondays
Mondays
Mondays
Tuesdays & Fridays
Tuesdays & Thursdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Thursdays
Thursdays

TIME
12:00-1:00 p.m.
4:45 - 5:45 p.m.
6:00-6:30 p.m.
6:45 - 7:30 p.m.
12:00-1:00 p.m.
4:45 - 5:45 p.m.
6:15-6:45 p.m.
7:00-8:00p.m.
12:15-1:15 p.m.
3:15-4:15 p.m.
4:45 - 5:45 p.m.
6:15-7:00 p.m.
7:15-7:45
3:30-4:30 p.m.
6:00-6:30 p.m.
6:45-7:30 p.m.

FEE
$35/$50/$80
$30/$40/$70
$20/$30/$50
$25/$35/$55
$35/$50/$80
$35/$50/$80
$20/$30/$50
$30/$40/$50
$30/$40/$70
$20/$30/$50
$30/$40/$70
$30/$40/$55
$25/$35/$60
$20/$30/$50
$20/$30/$50
$25/$35/$55

Classes Begin January 29th

Fairfield University Intramurals are Back

>hov/

Spring 07' Intramural Schedule
Format

Divisions

Regist.

Regist.

Play

Forfeit

/Levels

Begins

Deadline

Begins

/Fee

Meeting

None

None

Spring Semester

'"■' Captains

Floor Hockey

League

M/C-A/B

Jan 16th

Basketball

League

M/W/C-A/B

Jan 1fith

Event

M/W

■Ian 26

Jan. 26

Jan. 26

Racquetball

To urn

M/W

Jan. 15

Jan.31

Jan 31

None

None

Dodge Ball

League

M/C

Jan 22

Feb. 9

Feb. 13

Feb. 12 6:QQ

Tourn

M

Feb. 26

Mar. 19

Mar. 26

_$!£_
_S10_

Indoor Soccer

League

M/W/C-A/B

Feb. 26

Mar. 19

Mar 26

Mar. 21 5:30

Softball

League

M/W/C-A/B

Feb. 26

Mar. 19

Mar. 26

_$20_
_S20_

Indoor Women's Field Hockey

Ieague

_W_

Feb. 26

Mar 19

Mar. 26

None

Mar. 21 630

Pickleball Doubles

Tourn

Open

Mar. 26

Apr. 9

Apr. 10

None

Apr. 10 6:00

Outdoor Women's Lacrosse

Tourn

_W_

Mar. 26

Apr. 9

Apr 10

None

Apr 10

Tennis Doubles

Tourn

M/W/C

Mar. 26

Apr. 13

Apr 15

None

Hoops Skills (Slam Dunk, 3pt)

7x7 Men's Lacrosse

Signup online for intramurals at
www, fairfield, edu/intramurals

For more information on Intramurals contact:
Rich Juliano
rjuliano(S)mail.fairfield.edu

ext. 2607

Recreation DepartmentTRIP

DATE

07'Events
STUDENT FEE

rd

Wall Climbing

February 3

$15

White Water Ratting

April 14th

$30

st

$10

Faintball

April 21

For sign-up or more information on these events contact:
Robyn Lubisco
Assistant Director of Recreation
rlubisco(S>mail, fairfield, edu

x.3318

Mar. 21 6:00

Mar. 22 6:00

530

None

Editor: Jess Mitchell

January 25, 2007
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HE said / SHE said

Dan McClorey
New Year resolutions are for fat
people and alcoholics. Although
I could justifiably be described as
both, I hate the idea of New Year resolutions. I repeat: I HATE THE IDEA. Was
January 1 st 2007 such a special day? Did
it inspire you to go to the gym? What prevented you from starting your vigorous Stair-Master workout program
on Dec. 31, or Nov. 18, or any other
of the 364 days of the year?
New Year resolutions
are a crock. People that make
resolutions fallaciously
stampede to the gym
and begin their 12-step
programs every January
only to give up by
February.
The lucky
ones make it to March,
however, statistics show
those who decided to quit
drinking mysteriously begin
to fall off the wagon around
March 17, leaving only a few resilient
fatties waddling to the gym every day
after class and work.
They toil relentlessly over the
next two weeks, and finally, people
begin to compliment them on their
physiques and they become happy and
content that they have accomplished
their weight loss goals, until they realize
they are the butt of everyone else's April
Fools jokes.
Of course, this is just one

19

Meg Donlon

New Year, New You
man's brutal interpretation of New Year
resolutions. I'd resolve to be less sadistic
in my opinions but apparently that boat
left Jan. 1.
Look, I support anyone who
makes an effort to better themselves
in any area of their lives, whether they
want to get in shape or quit a particular
vice. If these are your goals, that's
great, as long as you actually believe
in them and desire to accomplish
them.
I'll support anyone in
their efforts to better their
. lives as long as they're doing
something they truly want.
If you truly want
to make your life healthier
then I support you, but
maybe your true desires are
to sit around, eat what you
want and not give a damn what
you look like. I think that's
great, you're being yourself.
Get in the gym
because you want to feel healthier,
not simply because we've made the
transition into another year on the
Christian calendar. Besides, I'm sick of
waiting 15 minutes for a treadmill while
all you new year resolution-makers huff
and puff through another three mile-perhour "jog."
Hostile? Absolutely. I just
would rather see everyone be themselves
and do what they want to do every day
of the year.

created some.
Number 1: Get back to my hot
gazelle-like body before spring break
(which, I hate to break it to everyone, is
less than 50 days away).
Number 2: Get enough money to
actually go on spring break. Please don't
mind me when I'm rummaging through
your trash for cans.
Number 3: Graduate. This is not
a joke I really want to graduate on
time.
Number 4: Get all the things
you're "not supposed to do as an
adult" out of my system in
the next four months. This
includes, but is not limited
to: spending an entire day
creating an obstacle course
hat revolves around beer,
taying out all night and
hen watching movies all
day at the Albino Frog while
snacking on Cheez-Its,
relentlessly pleading with
Brian Clarke to go on a date with me.
Additionally I'd like to spend
several hours trying to break several
different world records with my friends,
including most people fit into one Toyota
Matrix ever, going pub golfing and then
having Kaylan Talty pretend to be a
spokesperson for drunks.com and take
pictures with 100 random people in
Archie Moore's, and many more. I think
that should pretty much carry me over
...at least until March; wish me luck.

Personally, I hate New Year's Eve.
I have had a history of seriously
unfortunate New Year's Eves, involving everything from getting beat up,
making out with someone who (in a less
than sober state) I thought was a cute high
school classmate only found out a few
hours later that it was actually his
younger brother, and accidentally
hooking up with my best friend's
ex-boy friend (yes, all is fair in
love and war, but usually you
should leave a grace period of
more than 3 hours after break
up before you do that to
someone).
So how
did I ring in 2007?
Surprisingly well
actually...plenty of
booze, my boyfriend,
good friends, no drama.
It looked like my luck
was finally turning up
and I had bright hopes for 2007.. .2007
was going to be my year.
False. I'm newly single, five
pounds heavier and pennies away from
absolutely broke. So far 2007 blows. Not
to mention that it's becoming more and
more difficult to dodge the "so what are
you doing after graduation" question. I
pine for the good old, care free days of
2006.
However, I still remain
optimistic and although I haven't totally
started pursuing these resolutions, I have

Workout for the whole semester for only $99Best
Deals In

That's less than your Art History Book.

Town

Are you tired of membership fees?
Automatic renewal fees?
Uncertified salespeople?
Old tanning bulbs?

GREAT STUDENT RATES!
r
$
T

FREE

: 15.00
i

Multiple 30,000 square foot state of-the-art facilities
Unlimited FREE tanning in brand new stand-up booths
• 500 group exercise classes per week, including spinning
and Pilates, belly dancing and boot camp
• Private flat-screen televisions on all cardio equipment
• Connecticut's most comprehensive free-weight area

FITNESS CLUBS
Fair-field ♦ ©6S Commerce Drive
Across tram Super Ouper Weenie
www.theedgefitnessclubs.com

Tan
Buy 1 Tan, Get 1 Tan Free

For 5 Tans

1871 Black Rock Tpk.
Fairfieid | 203-367-8540

I

With this coupon Not valid with other offers

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers.

J

334.5505

Amazing Clubs! • Amazing Service! • Amazing Price!
VatkJ for sludentsl 7-23 wttn school©. Semester mem&eraritps good through 12/23/Qfi. New tnambens onfy. Gttwr reslpc&ons may appty CaB3*«-$V>$tor*w»drtaft
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FAIRFIELD

1203-367-8540

(Shaw's Plaza Next to Soccer Post)
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COFFEE BREAK

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
by

Meghan Chase

What are you looking forward to in 2007?

w

I'm looking forward to being a second semester senior but I'm not bokingforward
to graduating.
— Jennifer Stedman '07

Hopefully getting into
USC Law.

Starting and winning
the first intramural darts
tournament at Fairfield.

—Sean Fellin '07

—Taylor Warwick '07

—VHF"

—^P-*^~-

Patriots winning the
Superbowl!

WMii

Starting my clinicals.

—Marisa Taylor '10

— Shannon Germain '09

-f4f-
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Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm- 11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm- 12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm- 11:45pm

Sodexho
Campus Services

We Drive You in Your Car

y0*G%*Xf
ASK ABOUT DAILY SANDWICH SPECIALS!
WRAPS - WRAPPED IN YOUR CHOICE OF TORTILLA - $6.95
Chicken Athena
grilled chicken, feta cheese, lettuce, tomato, balsamic vinaigrette
Grilled Chicken Caesar
grilled chicken, romaine, Parmesan cheese, low fat Caesar dressing
Thai Chicken
grilled chicken, jack cheese, lettuce, tomato, spicy Thai peanut sauce
Renia's Favorite Turkey Wrap
turkey, muenster cheese, lettuce, apple butter, bacon, and mayonnaise
The Beast
roast beef, swiss cheese, lettuce, tomato, horseradish sauce

The Low Cost Alternative to
Airport Van Services & Limousines

Heritage Square • 1700 Post Road • Fairfield • CT • 06824
Tel: 259-7373 • Fax: 259-8880 • Casual Catering Available

Serving All Airports, Piers, Casinos, NYC
Door-to-Door, Non-Stop,
Personalized Service
24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week
10% Discount for new customers & referrals

Fairfield University Students -10% Discount honored
and come in for your Free Lunch Punch Card!

Fairfield or Westport To:
LGA: $78 JFK: $81
Prices include 10% new customer discount &
15% gratuity; tolls not included. Call for other rates.

Economical & Convenient; Arrive Relaxed!

t&*z&riving (Service, uc
"Your Car Our Driver"

203-371-0114 or Toll Free 866-80-Valet
www.valetdrivingservice.com
MEMBER

JL

Better
Business
Bureau.

BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL
BUSINESS COUNCIL

FA«F)ELD CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

kVJ

PANINI - SERVED ON FOCACCIA8READ AND GRILLED - $6.95
IChicken Sedona
grilled chicken, jack cheese, tomato, pesto sam
Monte Cristo
turkey, ham, swiss cheese, tomato, russian
ly
Balboa
roast beef, swiss cheese, garlic butter
'
Veggie Panino
mozzarella, roasted red peppers, tomato, artichoke hearts, pesto sauce
Tuna Panino
tuna salad, swiss cheese, tomato
Hours:
SUPER SOUPS
Weekdays
Saturday
Sunday

6:30 am to 5:00 pm
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Closed

SENSATIONAL SANDWICHES
WONDROUS WRAPS
PANINI AND MORE!
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Women's basketball wrap - up
STAGS REPORT CARD
The Stags went 1-1 last weekend, falling to
lona, 66-52, then defeating Rider, 77-63.
Scoring: AThe Stags shot a combined 49.6
percent last week against their three opponents. Junior guard Sabra Wrice averaged 16.3 points per game. Before being
limited by fouls against Rider, sophomore
forward Baendu Lowenthal was averaging
17 points in the first two games. The one
negative was the foul shooting against
Rider. The Stags shot 14 of 29 for 48.3
percent.
Rebounding: B
The Stags were +15 in rebounding
margin for the week, but lona out-rebounded Fairfield 37-31. The Stags are 9-2 when
they out rebound their opponent but have
yet to win a game in which the other team
wins the battle of the boards (0-7).
Bail Handling: BFairfield averaged 21.3 turnovers per
game last week, fluctuating each game. In
the loss to lona, the Stags turned it over a
season-low 13 times. Against Rider, the
Stags handed the Broncs the ball 29 times.
While pushing the tempo contributed, the
Stags still need to cut down on some of
their sloppy mistakes.
Overall: B+
-CHRIS SIMMONS
Check out the Mirror Sports Blog
for expanded coverage and daily updates from the Mirror Sports Staff!

The Stags will
take to national television on Friday (ESPNU) against Niagara
)MEN'S
in a crucial MAAC
NOTEBOOK
match-up.
HOF Bound:
The South Jersey Basketball Hall of Fame
recently chose to induct head women's basketball coach Dianne Nolan.
She holds a career record of 510-410
from her combined time of 33 years coaching
at St. Francis (NY) and Fairfield.
Nolan's 28 years at Fairfield ranks fifth
longest among active coaches at one school
in Division I.
"It is always nice when an outside group
notices what you have done. It is a Club I have
always had the utmost respect for and to be
honored by them is touching," said Nolan.
Balanced Team: No player averages
over 30 minutes per game, but Sabra Wrice
'08 has come close with 29.4 m.p.g. The Stags
go ten deep on the bench with those ten players all receiving significant time. In addition,
nine different players have received starts at
some point in the season. While Fairfield's
scorers still get their shots, it's not unusual for
nine or ten players to score in a single game.
Post Presence: The Stags are 9-3 when
they have more rebounds their opponents and
0-7 when they are out rebounded. Stephanie
Geehan '10 is leading the way, averaging 6.5
per game, good enough for seventh in the
MAAC. Overall, the Stags are second in the
MAAC in the rebounding margin, trailing
only lona. The Stags also get scoring down
low, with Baendu Lowenthal '09 averaging 10.6 per game, coming in at 12th in the
MAAC.
- CHRIS SIMMONS
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Q&A with Rocco Baldelli of the
Tampa Bay Devil Rays
r
Rocco
Baldelli is
the starting
centerfielder for the
Tampa Bay
Devils. At
25 years old,
he is one of
the premiere
young outfielders in the game of baseball
today. He was a scholar-athlete at Bishop
Hendricken High School in R.I., but chose
to go into the Major League Draft after
graduation.
Following the "Rocco Baldelli Baseball Clinic" at the RecPlex on Saturday,
Mirror Sports sat down with Baldelli to
discuss his professional career, his past
athletic success and what it is like to play
in the Major Leagues.
Mirror Sports: You were a tremendous high school athlete, excelling in a
whole bunch of different sports. What made
you choose baseball?
Rocco Baldelli: Actually, my sophomore year of high school, my dad made
me play. I played a lot of basketball. I was
playing A.A.U. basketball in the summer
and my dad wanted me to play American
Legion [baseball]. So I went in and I played
and after that, I never really stopped.
MS: What was it like to be drafted 6,h
.overall in the 2000 MLB draft?
RB: That was pretty exciting. That
was a fun time - not knowing where you're
going to go ... things like that. Once I

signed with Tampa Bay, I was playing six
days later.
MS: What is your favorite part of being a professional baseball player?
RB: Being at the field, actually. It
sounds silly, but just going out there and
playing - playing the game and having
fun and just being part of a team. It's
not something that most people get to do
throughout their whole lives. [Baseball]
usually ends after high school or college
... so it's fun.
MS: Ifyou were not a baseball player,
what type of profession would you have
liked to gone into?
RB: I have no idea. I was pretty into
school. I was probably more into school
than I was playing sports when I was in
high school. I don't really know what I'd
be doing. I have absolutely no idea. I'd
probably still be in school.
MS: As a young player who has had
success coming up in a MLB organization,
what advice can you give to young aspiring
athletes like you once were?
RB: I'd just say play as much as you
can. It's the only way you're ever going
to get enough experience to play in the
game, especially up in the northern state[s],
playing up in New England. It's not easy
to play baseball at the highest level just
because you don't get enough practice. So
I'd say get out there and just work as hard
as you can, especially when you're at your
younger ages. That's pretty much it -just
put in your time.
- FRANK ROMANO
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Now thru 2.15.07 get

15% OFF
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(including sale and clearance items)
Not to wotry: ■ Campus Door student loan can
cover up to 100% of your education costs,

STOP BY YOUR LOCAL EASTERN MOUNTAIN SPORTS TODAY

Turnpike Shopping Center
1939 Blackrock Tpk. - Fairfield, CT 203-334-7006

wttn orrtln* approval In laaa than a minute.

All without the painful side effects
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Van Schaick Coming Into His Own Progress Made With
Diversity in Coaching

BY TOM CLEARY

For the men's basketball team winter break was anything but relaxing. Following an 18 day layoff for finals
and holidays, the Stags played five games, losing all five.
Finally, on the same day that Fairfield students returned to
campus, the Stags broke that streak with a win over Iona.
Fairfield then turned that win into its first streak of

Allen Pangilnan/The Mirror

Flyin' high: Mike Van Schaick '07 goes to the hoop as
he scored 23 points in the Stags 70-67 OT win against
Iona.
the season, as the team defeated Siena last Friday and Iona
again on Tuesday. Now 4-5 in the MAAC and 6-15 overall,
the Stags can still hope for a top six finish in conference
play, which would give them a first round bye in the MAAC
tournament.
Despite the tough losses, the Stags never lost confidence. Led senior guard Michael Van Schaick, who has
averaged 17.7 points over the Stags' last seven games,
Fairfield was able to overcome the losing streak.
" At times it is difficult to stay confident, especially
when we outplayed teams and still lost," said Van Schaick.
It was the leadership of Van Schaick that helped keep
the team together heading into the Iona game.
"I depend on him, he is definitely our leader," said Head
Coach Ed Cooley, "That is what senior's should do.

Following a one point loss to Rider the Stags' frustration was at a season high and they needed to win against
Iona, the only team in Division-I basketball that has not
won a game this season. They came out and did what it
CONTINUED FROM P. 24
took to win, defeating the Gaels 83-76, in overtime.
Van Schaick scored 16 points, but it was the sudden men's basketball program, and doesn't see race as a factor in his
emergence of sophomore guard Jonathan Han, who cel- job.
ebrated his birthday by setting a career high 19 points.
"I'm grateful to be here as the first minority head coach," he
It was the next game, however, that could prove to be said. "I don't think I've ever gone into a situation where I didn't
the turning point of the Stags season. Riding the momentum feel like I had an opportunity. I've always been given a chance."
of the Iona win, the Stags entered a tough match up against
Cooley lauded the NFL for trying to give more black coaches
Siena, who was 5-2 in the MAAC at the time.
a chance.
The game was even more important for Van Schaick,
"It's a credit to the NFL to try to hire more diverse coaches.
who grew up in Glen Falls, N.Y., located near Albany, It shows that you can't always listen to the stereotypes," said
where Siena plays its games. Playing in front of about 100 Cooley.
family members and friends, Van Schaick had a career
However, Cooley was hesitant to praise the Rooney Rule,
night, scoring 27 points.
remarking that, in theory, it had good intentions, but in reality, an
All throughout the season and especially during the owner is going to hire someone he is the most comfortable with.
five game losing streak, the Stags had trouble finishing a
"It sounds good. But the owners are going to hire who they
game down the stretch. But it was the complete opposite think is the best fit to help their organization," he said.
against Siena, as Van Schaick took over the game and led
A large proportion of men's basketball players in Division
his team on a 17-3 run that led to a 72-67 victory.
I are black as well (57.8 percent according to a NCAA survey).
"It was a lot of fun playing one final time in front of However, Cooley doesn't see being black as an advantage in relatmy family and friends, I've been doing it since high school," ing to players.
said Van Schaick.
"I feel I can relate to anyone. That's more having confidence
The Stags were then put into another must win game in yourself [than having to do with race]. I've never had a problem
against the Gaels, who had dropped to 0-18. Iona did communicating," he said.
everything in its power to win and had a three point lead
Despite the success, there is still need for improvement.
with 21 seconds left. It was then time for an unsung hero
A self-study report for NCAA certification on Fairfield athto stepup.
letics published on October 26, 2006 says, "Diversity among the
With five seconds left, Van Schaick, who had scored a athletic staff is fairly limited."
team high 23 points, was trapped with the ball and threw a
It goes on to say, "It seems clear that greater efforts must be
wild pass across the court to Mamadou Diakhate "08, who made to recruit diverse candidates into key coaching positions.
caught the ball and nailed the game tying three pointer. It There are specific forums for minority athletic personnel and it
was the first three point shot he had taken all season.
seems imperative that the University use those venues in the future
Fairfield took control in over, led by the vocal leader- to advertise available positions."
ship of Diakhate. With a one point lead, Diakhate sealed
Yet, there is no doubt that the University and NFL are trying
the game with a diving steal, and the Stags held on for a to take steps in the right direction.
70-67 victory.
It is no longer a matter of "He was hired despite being black,"
"The time was running down and I knew someone had but now "A new coach was hired."
to take the shot. Van Schaick threw it to me and I took it,"
said Diakhate.
Cooley has been pleased with the way his team has
grown throughout the season, in what is a rebuilding
year.
"One thing a lot of people are overlooking, we have
inherited complimentary players to be front line players,
which is very hard to do," said Cooley, "The one who has
taken the biggest advantage of that is Van Schaick. You
are asking role players to be main line players and for the
most part we have done well with it."
Throughout the five game losing streak, the Stags
struggled at closing games down the stretch. The team
lost by more than four points only twice. In the past three
games the team has closed out games and picked up much
needed victories.
"We have grown up a lot as a team," said Van Schaick.
"We learned to win and sometimes in the beginning of
Mirror file photo
the year the bounces weren't going our way, but that is
The face of change: Stags' Head Coach Ed Cooley and the
basketball."
NFL continue to push the racial barrier in coaching.

STAGS REPORT CARD: Three Game Winning Streak
The men's basketball team is riding a three game winning streak beginning with a Iona victory, 83-76 (OT)
followed by Siena, 72-67, and another victory against Iona, 70-67 (OT).
Rebounding: AThe one thing that Fairfield was able to do consistently over the past seven games was rebound. The Stags
have 301 offensive rebounds on the season and an average 32.9 boards per game, while holding opponents to 30.9.
Marty O'Sullivan "07 leads the team with 6 rebounds per game, which is ninth best in the MAAC.
Defense: B+
Fairfield has also been a solid defensive team all season. The Stags lead the MAAC in scoring defense, allow
ing 66.2 points per game. Fairfield held three of the five opponents that it lost to during the losing streak to under
60 points.
Scoring: CThe Stags have finally found a clutch scorer in Michael Van Schaick "07, who is now averaging 14 points per
game, but the team is still struggling to score consistently. No other player on the team is averaging more than 10
points. They are shooting just 40 percent on the season, which is the worst in the MAAC.
Overall: B
Fairfield seemed ready to turn around the season heading into its winter break. But the Stags came out with
five straight losses, mainly due to a failure to score and poor turnovers. They may have finally found that turning
point with three straight victories, but they had to go into overtime against winless Iona twice. The next game two
games against St. Peter's and Niagara, both at home, will be the determining factors as to where the Stags go the
rest of this season.
- TOM CLEARY
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College
An ideal university
experience for sophomores
Sophomore year is full of fantastic opportunities.
How will you spend it?

Unique Opportunities:
Live in Loyola Hall
Great sense of community
Quality friendships
Special academic courses
Mentor program ;
Retreats
Cultural trips and Dinner events
Student programming committees
Ongoing conversations about the
deeper questions of our lives
Questions? Ext. 3325
Applications available in Loyola Hall or
http://www.faculty.fairiield.edu/jmayzik/irc/index.htm

Editor: Dan Akeson
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Forging Ahead

Women's Basketball Competing
For Top Seeds in MAAC

scored a season-high 17 points against Rider
and passed Megan Light '02 to move into fourth
place all-time on Fairfield's made threes list.
After the past week's games, the women's
"It was great. We came out extremely
basketball team has placed itself in good posifocused. Anything to help the team," said
tion to contend for a top seed in the competiMurphy.
tive MA AC conference. The Stags sit at 9-10
Based on her previous experience, Muroverall, 5-3 MAAC.
phy felt like this year is one of the closest she
Despite a loss to second place Iona (7-1
has been on.
MAAC) on Friday, the Stags picked up two
"There are no cliques. We're one big
wins, one over St. Peter's last weekend, 78-70,
happy
family," she said.
and another this past Sunday against Rider,
Nolan remarked that it has been one of
77-63.
Their recent play has put them in fourth
"the most enjoyable" teams she has coached.
place in the MAAC, only one game behind
That family attitude spills onto the court as
well. Ten different players average more than
Loyola who they defeated earlier in Baltiten minutes per game and different players step
more.
up each night.
Head Coach Dianne Nolan recognized
After averaging 17 points the first two
the importance of gaining one of the top four
seeds in the MAAC in order to get a favorable
games of the week, sophomore Baendu Lowentournament spot.
thal was limited by fouls against Rider when
"Right now we are in a battle for third
Murphy and Geehan stepped up.
place with many home games left. That seed
Junior guard Sabra Wrice was one conLorraine Lampe/The Mirror
stant in each game however, as she averaged
will put us in a good spot. I am pleased with
Looking up: Junior Meka Werts and the Stags (5-3) are competing for a top seed in the
the progress of our offense and young team,' MAAC heading into the final stretch of conference play.
16.3 points along with five rebounds.
said Nolan.
The Stags share the ball so well that evNolan also recently juggled the starting
ing the past week, Geehan has averaged 8.3 points per game
eryone has a chance to score, especially when
lineup during their recent stretch of games. Lauren Groom along with 4.6 rebounds and tough interior defense. She had a the Stags push the ball in transition.
'09 was inserted along with Stephanie Geehan '10, replacing breakout game against Rider, scoring a career-high 15 points
"It's not to our strength to grind it out. We have very athMeka Werts '08 and Tara Flaherty '10.
letic,
smart players who want to run the ball," said Nolan.
to go along with seven rebounds and four blocks.
"We put the least amount of emphasis on starting. The
It may lead to a few more turnovers, but the Stags have
"Steph is terrific," said Nolan. "She is constant, so smart
players care more than the coaches. I felt we needed to get and rarely makes a mistake."
averaged 77.5 points in their two wins the past week.
more scoring early," said Nolan.
With so many options on the tight-knit team, the Stags
Geehan downplayed her success, crediting her smooth
She also said that Groom matched up better against some adjustment to Division I basketball to her teammates.
have put themselves in a position for success coming down
teams, giving Fairfield another forward on the floor.
"The girls on the team are really supportive and help the stretch of MAAC play.
Groom responded against Rider, scoring eight points out," she said.
Fairfield returns to play against Niagara on Friday in a
while pulling down four rebounds as well.
Guard Cara Murphy '07 shared a similar sentiment. A nationally televised game on ESPNU. The Stags defeated the
The frontcourt received a boost from Geehan as well. Dur- fifth-year senior, whose role has been reduced from last year, Purple Eagles 77-63 earlier in the season.

BY CHRIS SIMMONS

BASEBALL WITH BALDELLI

A New Standard

The First Black Head Coaches in the Super
Bowl and at Fairfield Bring in a New Era

JL

CASPER'S WAY
CHRIS SIMMONS

Black history month will start this year
by making some new history.
For the first time in its 41-year existence,
the NFL will have a black coach in the Super
Bowl. Both Lovie Smith of the Chicago Bears
and Tony Dungy of the Indianapolis Colts will
make their mark as the firsts.
Doug Williams, with the Washington
Redskins in Super Bowl XXII, also made a
first by becoming the first black quarterback
to win a championship. The hype and fascination was so great that one dim-witted reporter
asked Williams, "How long have you been a
black quarterback?"
Williams was able to change the perception of being a black QB, much in the same
way that Dungy has changed being a black
coach.
The NFL likes to talk about "coaching
trees" with Bill Walsh, Mike Holmgren and
Bill Parcells prominently mentioned. Dungy

should be added to that list as well. Smith,
Herm Edwards, Mike Tomlin and Rod Marinelli all served under Dungy in Tampa Bay.
And it just so happens that three of those four
are black.
Dungy has been giving black coaches a
chance when they didn't seem to have one.
The first black coach in the NFL was Art Shell
and that didn't happen until 1989.
The good ol' boys club of NFL owners
is hard enough to crack as it is. Recently, the
so-called "Rooney Rule" went into effect in
2002, requiring all NFL teams to interview
at least one minority candidate for coaching
jobs.
While detractors says that the rule parades black coaches just for show, the number
of black coaches was a record seven this year
and the Pittsburgh Steelers recently hired
Tomlin, who was given a chance because of
the Rooney Rule.
Fairfield also made history this year,
hiring its first ever black head coach in Ed
Cooley. He was brought in to resurrect the

The future of baseball: Major Leauger Rocco Baldelli of the Tampa
Bay Devil Rays came to Fairfield and ran a youth baseball clinic for 12
local kids. "The Rocco Baldelli Baseball Clinic" took place at the Rec
Plex Fieldhouse and kids participated in a variety of drills from fielding
ground balls to pop flies. See p. 21 for an exclusive Q&A with Baldelli by
Frank Romano. Also, check out fairfieldmirror.com for the full recap of
the weekend.
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